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Portrait of the Artist as a D-Day Veteran, 


Ugo Giannini’s mother did not understand’ what Lee Stevens of American Legion 
the war had done to him. He was different. Post 221 in Bedford, Mass., tends 
By Jeff Stoffer the fire during a ceremony for the 


disposal of unserviceable flags on 
July 4, 2019. rassjmiteons 
On Top of the World 


Tammy Landeen blossoms as a handcyclist and 
bobsledder after, overcoming paralysis and 
depression. By Henry Howard masiyteniiteet 7 


Freedom Train 


After World War Il, Marines guarded a treasure 
trove of U.S. history as it crisscrossed the country. 
By Gerry and Janet Souter 
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NOTICE TO VETERANS WITH 


MESOTHELIOMA 


YOU ARE IN 
THE FIGHT OF 
YOUR LIFE. 


FIGHT FOR THE 
SETTLEMENT 
YOU DESERVE. 


As former Marines and sailors, we served 
together yesterday. As seasoned attorneys, my 


Bud Coady 


firm and | will fight for you today. Attorneys at 
Coady Law Firm have successfully represented 


veterans in mesothelioma claims nationwide for 


more than two decades. We've helped veterans 
understand their rights—and secured millions 


for their families in just compensation $30 B i | | i 0 n 
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‘The Music of Our Military’ 


VET VOICE 


Marc Ferris’ article (May) brought back a fond memory of Army basic training 
at Fort Lewis, Wash., 50 years ago in April. | had been “busted” from my lofty 
position of acting corporal squad leader, and resented my demotion to being a 


road guard while our platoon marched. 


“Trainee!” the drill sergeant shouted. “Give us a marching song!” In my best 
command singing voice, | started, “From the halls of Montezuma” - and had to. 
do pushups. When I caught up with the formation, he ordered me to start 
again. | led the troops in “Anchors Aweigh” ~ and did more pushups. Sore and 
fatigued, | was given one more chance ... and sang “Off we go into the wild blue 
yonder.” It did not go well. To this day, | regret | didn’t know the Coast Guard 


hymn. 


I wish to add one other 
military song that was perhaps 
inadvertently omitted. I am 
speaking of “Heave Ho! My 
Lads, Heave Ho!”, the official 
song of the Merchant Marine. 

My father served as ship's 
master prior to and during 
World War II, and for his 
bravery and steady hand was 
awarded the Merchant Marine’s 
second-highest honor, the 
Meritorious Service Medal, for 
saving his ship in April 1945. At 
that time, USS Hall Young and 
other ships were anchored 
awaiting a possible invasion of 
Japan when it was attacked by a 
kamikaze aircraft. 

Thanks to Marc Ferris for his 
article. | am currently serving 
as an American Legion honor 
guard bugler/musician, and 


JULY 2020 


John Walker, Harvey, lowa 


have been playing the Merchant 
Marine song during ceremonies 
on Memorial Day for years. 

Peter F. Butler Jr, Lebanon, Ore. 


‘As a proud member of the 
Army National Guard for over 
35 years, I was disappointed 
that this article neglected to 
include the official march of the 
National Guard Bureau (NGB), 
with music and lyrics by Chief 
Warrant Officer 4 David Myers, 
40th Army Band, Vermont 
Army National Guard: “Always 
Ready, Always There.” The 
bureau's website indicates that 
the march follows service songs 
when played with them at 
ceremonies, but may at the 
parties’ discretion be played in 
lieu of them at NGB ceremonies. 
Robert A, Bridges, Plainfield, Vt 
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VET VOICE 


‘A Toxic Mess’ 

I served in the Air Force as a 
crash rescue firefighter and 
combat engineer from 1971 to 
1975. I handled hundreds of 
55-gallon drums containing 
protein foam, another PFAS. We 
were told it was an industrial- 
strength form of detergent and 
was quickly diluted with water. 
I knew that was a lie, because it 
was so strong it ate through the 
steel barrels it was transported 
in, along with the stainless-steel 
storage tanks it was pumped 
into. When sprayed, it took on a 
thick, foamy “blanket” form that 
firefighters pushed down the 
runway using their trucks for 
aircraft to “skid” on, preventing 
a reduction of sparks and 
decreasing the chances of fire by 
a cooling effect. 

AFFF (also a PFAS) was an 
almost clear and slightly thick 
liquid that when metered into 
water caused an expansion of 
“bubbles” that starved aircraft 
and hangar fires of oxygen. It 
was also so corrosive that it ate 
through stainless-steel tanks and 
had to be shipped and stored in 
plastic 5-gallon cannisters. 

‘My two daughters (ages 35 
and 37) have suffered major 
immunodeficient and lifelong 
medical failings, from severe 
chronic migraines to numerous 
multi-organ deficiencies. I am 
already 100 percent VA-disabled. 
I deeply sympathize with the 
suffering of other military 
firefighting families and hope a 
class-action lawsuit will be 
considered for compensation of 
these horrible life-threatening 
chemicals. 


~ Ken Bricker, Lafayette, Ind. 


Ken Olsen has been a voice for 
those pushed around by VA, 
which continually rejects claims 
for chemical exposure other 
than Agent Orange. While in the 
Air Force, I spent untold hours 
up to the elbows in TCE 
(trichloroethylene), degreasing 
aerospace ground equipment 
(AGE) parts. We did this all 
while breathing in fumes. Safety 
equipment? No such thing then. 

When the TCE became too 
tainted with used motor oils, 
grease, etc., it was all dumped 
down the drains and the vat was 
recharged with fresh TCE. Used 
motor oils were taken by the 
drum out to the burn pit. The 
resulting black cloud wafted over 
the flight line and mixed in with 
the burning JP-4 from the 
running jet engines while I was 
busy troubleshooting AGE. 

When my three years were up, 
I left the Air Force for cleaner air 
in Arizona, where I lived for 20 
years, drinking and bathing in 
water from city wells near 
Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, 
where I lived. That area has been 
given Superfund status for TCE 
groundwater contamination. 

Thave suffered through 
early-onset prostate, bladder and 
skin cancers requiring surgeries 
and chemotherapy. Add heart 
surgery to this list. Still VA turns 
a blind eye and a deaf ear. When 
Tinquired about TCE chemical 
exposure disability, in light of 
the Camp Lejeune report, I was 
told that unless I actually served 
there for a minimum of 30 days, 
my claim would be considered 
frivolous. It was. 

Would it be that VA ignores 
our claims for toxic poisoning 


because the numbers over all 
branches of the military would 
dwarf Agent Orange? As usual, 
VA's continued practice of using 
attrition is to its advantage, at 
our expense. “Thank you for 
your service” rings hollow. 

James Gates, Longmont, Colo. 


‘Healing Wounds’ 

In reference to this article 
(Rapid Fire, May), I would like to 
thank Diane Carlson Evans. On 
March 7, 1969, my address was 
Ist Platoon Delta Company 3/8th 
4th Infantry Division, and had 
been for 10 months. On that day 
on Hill 947 I was severely 
wounded and sent to a medic 
unit at Camp Enari (Pleiku). 
Nurse Carlson Evans may have 
attended to me and many others 
in my company. She has a 
well-earned thank-you, along 
with all the other nurses. 

Michael C. Callaham, Huntersville, N.C. 


Hope for the VBA 

Due to the COVID-19 crisis, we 
are confined to quarters at my 
condominium a little north of 
San Francisco. Transit to the 
audiology department at the VA 
hospital on Lands End normally 
takes about an hour, but with 
the general “shelter in,” half that 
is adequate right now. 

With time to spare, I read the 
May issue cover to cover. Jeff 
Stoffer’s article gave me hope 
that Paul Lawrence will reach 
his objectives with the VBA. May 
the yellowing stacks of 
undecided benefits applications 
disappear, and benefits be 
received. Carry on with the good 
publication. 

Russ Wallace, San Rafael, Calif. 


THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE WELCOMES YOUR OPINIONS 


Include your hometown and a daytime phone number for verification. All letters published are subject to editing. 
Due to the volume of mail received, not every letter can be acknowledged. 
The American Legion Magazine, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206 


magazine@legion.org 
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Veterans & Children Foundation 


flip 


Easier is better with the Jitterbug. 


Spe 


A onofi 


The Jitterbug} Flip, from the makers of the original easy-to-use cell phone, has big 
buttons and an exclusive 5Star® Urgent Response button on the keypad. 


EASY TO USE Today, cell phones are hard to hear, difficult to dial (Sey sy 
and overloaded with features you may never use. That's not the 
case with the Jitterbug Flip. A large screen and big buttons make it 
easy to call family and friends. The powerful speaker ensures every 
conversation will be loud and clear. Plus, straightforward YES and NO 
buttons make navigating the menu simple. 


EASY TOENJOY Wherever you go, a built-in camera makes it easy and fun for you 
to capture and share your favorite memories. And a built-in reading magnifier with LED 
flashlight helps you see in dimly lit areas. With all the features you need, the Jitterbug 
Flip also comes with a long-lasting battery, so you won't have to worry about running out 
of power. 


EASYTOBE PREPARED Life has a way of being unpredictable, but you can be prepared 
in any uncertain or unsafe situation with 5Star Service. Simply press the 5Star button 
to be connected immediately with a highly-trained Urgent Response Agent who will 
confirm your location, evaluate your situation and get you the help you need, 24/7. 


The Jitterbug Flip is one of the most affordable cell phones on the market and comes 
with dependable nationwide coverage. Friendly customer service representatives 
will help figure out which phone plan is best for you, and with no long-term contracts 
or cancellation fees, you can switch plans anytime. You can even keep your current 
landline or cell phone number. And for a limited time, get 25% off to help you stay 
connected, safe and healthy. 


Powered by the nation’s largest and most Available in-store 


dependable wireless network. oronline 
fia BEST 
NO LONG-TERM Buy. 
CONTRACTS available at 
No cancellation fees amazon 
——7 
Why the Jitterbug Flip is your best choice for a new cell phone: 
No long-term Keep your current 100% U.S.-based No hidden Affordable, 
contracts phone number customer service monthly fees flexible plans 
To order or learn more, call Or visit 


1-800-974-0295 greatcall.com/Flip © greatcall 
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COMMANDER'S MESSAGE 


Let’s put America’s veterans back to work 


According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the unemployment rate 
among veterans in March was 3.5 percent. By April, it more than tripled 


to 11,7 percent. By the time you read th 


it could be worse. 


There is hope that with the re-opening of much of the economy, jobs 
will return. Yet some won't. Women veterans have been particularly 
affected by the economic downturn, with an unemployment rate of 
approximately 20 percent in April. Some economists forecast a long 
recession, and others even predict another Great Depression. 

Ihave always had a great deal of faith in the resilience and strength of 
the American people and our nation’s infrastructure. But when it comes 
to economic recovery, veterans are at a disadvantage. Because they 
spent many of their prime working years in the military, they have not 
had the opportunity to climb corporate ladders or accumulate the 
seniority of non-veteran colleagues. What they do possess, however, is a 
proven record of discipline, skill, responsibility and toughness. 

Your American Legion National Veterans Employment & Education 
Commission is working tirelessly to ensure that those who served this 
country are not forgotten during this crisis. Our national VEGE staff is 
in frequent communication with the Office of Personnel Management, 
congressional committees, VA and the business community to explore 
opportunities for veterans to maximize their experience to earn a living. 

While safety measures related to COVID-19 required canceling some 
American Legion-sponsored career fairs, most are back on and many 
have virtual options for job seekers. With our friends at the Chamber of 
Commerce Foundation and Hiring Our Heroes, The American Legion is 
supporting upcoming hiring fairs and career summits on both coasts 
and many places in between. For the latest schedule and access to 
webinars, visit events.hiringourheroes.org. Virtual topics include 
résumé-writing, interview techniques, apprenticeship opportunities and 
salary negotiation. Many events are open to military spouses, who often 
sacrifice careers when their partners change duty stations. 

There is also much to do on the legislative front, and the Legion's 
Washington-based staff is on top of it. For example, The American 
Legion strongly opposes any attempt to weaken veterans preference 
laws. We not only helped deliver the original GI Bill, but the Legion 
continues to ensure that modern benefits are not interrupted as a result 


of the current national emergency. 


Veteran homelessness is the ugly sibling of unemployment. Substance 
abuse, depression and suicide are often a direct result of joblessness. 
These correlations only reinforce the core missions of The American 
Legion and the implementation of Buddy Checks across the country. 

There is still more we can do, together. Patronize small veteran-owned 
businesses. If you're an employer, hire a veteran. If you haven't spent 
your government stimulus check, consider a donation to the American 
Legion Veterans & Children Foundation, which awards temporary 
financial assistance to qualified American Legion families in need. 

Many have likened the COVID-19 pandemic to a war. Full victory will 
not be achieved until America’s veterans are back to work. 
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National Commander 
James W. “Bill” Oxford 


MEMORANDA 


NEC RESOLUTIONS ONLINE 
Though this year's Spring 
Meetings were canceled, the 
‘American Legion National 
Executive Committee did pass four 
resolutions, via email, that have 
been added to the Digital Archive. 
These include the cancellations of 
the Spring Meetings and the 2020 
national convention, as well as the 
establishment of an executive 
committee for the National 
Marketing Commission. 

@ archive.legion.org 

OUR WWIISTORY 

“Qur WWII Story” is a media kit to 
assist American Legion posts in 
collecting, curating and sharing 
their stories from World War Il. Tips 
for capturing the firsthand 
remembrances of Legionnaires 
who served in the war are 
included, as well as ideas to honor 
post namesakes, area memorials 
and homefront activities. 
 centennial.legion.org/ 
resources 

Participating posts are encouraged 
to submit stories in the “My WWIL 
Story” section of legiontown.org/ 
share. They should also add to. 
their post histories on the national 
Legacy & Vision website at legion. 
org/centennial. 


A FOUNDA 


FOR DISABLED VETERANS 


whose active-duty families 
ernment shutdown, 


Your gift provides hope 
for disabled veterans and children in need. 


The American Legion Veterans & Children Foundation, formerly the American Legion 
Endowment Fund, delivers vital financial support for service officers worldwide 
who are working on VA disability claims for more than 700,000 U.S. military veterans 
at any one time, all the time. The fund also supplies American Legion Temporary Financial 
Assistance cash grants for military and veteran families with minor children at home, who 
have encountered hardships beyond their control and need short-term help covering the 
costs of shelter, food, utilities, clothing or other necessities. 


THE AMERICAN LEGION 
VETERANS & CHILDREN FOUNDATION 


www.legion.org/donateVCF 


COMMUNITY, STATE & NATION 


Legion action 
in the time 
of coronavirus 


5,300 


Diapers distributed by 
2 duringa 
rainstorm, to active-duty military personnel 


and veteran families Pty ana ai 


10,000 


Minimum pairs of latex gloves, along with some 
1,500 face shields, many gallons of hand sanitizer and 
surgical gowns, collected and distributed to 
health-care workers and first responders by 


members of Vin April 


One quotation, among others, used by 
Conn., ina mail and email fundraising campaign 
that generated more than $3,000 for local coronavirus relief efforts, 
including support for the food bank 


Military Veterans Virtual Coffee Chat 


the Chapel of the Four Chaplains and the nonprofit 
Thank-a-Vet collaborated to meet by Zoom to help 
get through the quarantine. “I found that once a 
week just talking to people like this is helpful,” said 
Legionnaire Louis Cavaliere, a board member for 
the Chapel of the Four Chaplains. "Nothing 
planned - just sharing what's going on in life.” 


38.12% 


10 
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100 


Approximate weight, in pounds, of food 
collected April 25 to help needy families 
during the pandemic in a drive 
organized by 9-year-old 


> $5,000 
Amount donated tothe = 
Central Pennsylvania Foo 
Bank by American Legion 


to help families financially affected 
by the pandemic 


40.6% 


‘GO BEARS’ 


., Put up a display featuring 
150 U.S. flags arranged to cheer the local high schools 2020 graduating 
class, whose commencement ceremonies were derailed by the 
coronavirus. 


N.Y., after he and his fellow Legionnaires delivered 
truckloads of ready-to-eat food to health-care workers at three area 
hospitals and to homebound veterans 


Hue LIVESTOCK SHOW 
calif, worked with other local 

groups to conduct a 
replacement for the 


1,600 coronavirus-canceled 
Number of Buddy county fair, giving local 
Checks conducted in FFA and 4-H members an 
April by opportunity to show their 


eas animals. “This is all about 
AGuawacaua:til children,” Post 83 member Gene 

Hamill said. “We're here to be able to assist, 
them in these tough times.” 


to see how members 
were doing 


How to Perform a Buddy Check 


This downloadable toolkit provides 
guidance to execute an 
effective Buddy Check 
program, specifically 
during the pandemic but 
usable year-round. 
Included are tips about 
how to find local veterans 
who may be in need, and 
sample scripts for callers. 


Blood Donor Program 
The American Legion made blood 


donation a national program 

in the thick of World 

War Il, and quickly 

became the nation’s 

No.1 contributor to 

blood banks throughout — 
thenation. American American 
Legion blood drives have Red Cross 
been among the many ways 
Legionnaires have responded to the 
coronavirus pandemic. Learn more 
about the American Legion Blood 
Donor Program, download a booklet 
or apply for national awards online: 


EPISODE 8 


To Strengthen a Nation 8: 
EMERGENCY RESPONSE 


The eighth episode of The American 
Legion’s centennial video series 
explores the history of the 
organization's disaster relief efforts, 
from earthquakes and mining 
accidents in 1919 through the 
COVID-19 pandemic of 2020. Hosts 
Jeric Wilhelmsen and Lorna Duyn 
share imagery from early emergency 
response efforts, including the origins 
of the National Emergency Fund. 
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BIG ISSUES 


Federal funds for U.S. Postal Service 


SUPPORT 


Sarah Anderson 

™ Anderson directs the Global 
Economy Project at the Institute for 
Policy Studies. 


My family has long appreciated the value of the 
U.S. Postal Service, especially for veterans. After 
the Civil War, my great-grandfather delivered mail 
by boat in Rhode Island. My grandfather, a World 
War I veteran, carried letters on horseback and 
later became North Dakota 
postmaster. 

Today, the Postal Service 
remains a vital source of 
middle-class jobs for a 
half-million Americans, 
including 97,000 veterans. 
As our founders intended, 
these postal workers help 
bind the nation by bringing mail and packages to 
every U.S, address, no matter how remote. 

Even before the coronavirus pandemic, they 
were delivering lifesaving essentials, including 
80 percent of veterans’ prescriptions. 

The Postal Service has done all of this with no 
tax dollars. But while package delivery profits are 
strong, mail revenue has collapsed during the 
crisis. The service needs the direct aid many 
private businesses received to avoid bankruptcy. 

To put the service on a sounder long-term 
footing, Congress should also repeal a 2006 
requirement to pre-fund retiree health benefits 
more than 50 years in advance. Without this 
exceptional burden, the Postal Service would have 
been profitable every year from 2013 to 2018, as 
documented in “United States Postal Service: A 
Sustainable Path Forward Report from the Task 
Force on the United States Postal System,” released 
in December 2018. 

Since 1775, the Postal Service has adapted to 
changing needs to serve the American people. 
Throwing this essential workforce a lifeline will 
ensure they can continue serving all of us for 
generations to come. 


THE HEART OF THE ISSUE 


A financial crisis affecting the U.S. Postal 
Service has prompted calls for more federal 
support in the form of cash, loans and 
grants. Critics say the USPS must be 
structurally reformed and raise revenue. 


OPPOSE 
Thomas Aiello 
Aiello is a policy and government 


affairs manager with the National 
Taxpayers Union, 


Let's not beat around the bush: the U.S. Postal 
Service (USPS) is in severe financial distress. For 
the past 12 years, it has experienced deficits 
totaling more than $75 billion. Worse yet, the 
Government Accountability Office (GAO) finds that 
its unfunded liabilities and 
debt stands at $143 billion, 
double its annual revenue. 
USPS is consistently listed 
on GAO’s High Risk List 
report due to the agency's 
“deteriorating and 
unsustainable” financial 
condition. 

It’s true that the COVID-19 pandemic is likely to 
worsen USPS’ already grim numbers, which is why 
some congressional lawmakers are demanding a 
$75 billion bailout to keep it afloat. Instead of 
throwing taxpayer dollars at a ballooning 
problem, though, there’s a better path forward that 
protects taxpayers, postal workers, businesses and 
retirees: reform. 

President Donald Trump's most recent budget 
includes a Postal Service reform plan that would 
save $91 billion over 10 years. While part of the 
solution involves finding ways to raise revenue, 
the plan prioritizes reducing cost inefficiencies. 
These reforms include consolidating post office 
locations, adjusting delivery schedules, 
addressing compensation and benefit levels, and 
expanding private-sector partnerships. 

Make no mistake: the Postal Service is on life 
support, and a combination of reform and loans 
may be necessary to bring it back to sound 
actuarial footing. But simply handing USPS 
management carte blanche to enable larger and 
larger losses of public money is far from a 
solution. USPS needs meaningful, structural 
reforms now more than ever. 


CONTACT YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS 


The Honorable (name), U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 « Phone: (202) 224-3121 
The Honorable (name), U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 « Phone: (202) 225-3121 
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Bad to the Bone 


Full tang stainless steel blade with natural 
bone handle —now ONLY $79! 


the very best hunting knives possess a perfect balance of form and 
function. They're carefully constructed from fine materials, but 
also have that little something extra to connect the owner with nature. 
Ifyou'reon the hunt fora knife that combines impeccable craftsmanship EXCLUSIVE 
with a sense of wonder, the $79 Huntsman Blade is the trophy you're 
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The blade is full tang, meaning it doesn’t stop at the handle but 
extends to the length of the grip for the ultimate in strength. The 
blade is made from 420 surgical steel, famed for its sharpness and its 
resistance to corrosion. 

The handle is made from genuine natural bone, and features 
decorative wood spacers and a hand-carved motif of two overlapping 
feathers— a reminder for you to respect and connect with the 
natural world, 

This fusion of substance and style can garner a high price tag out 
in the marketplace. In fact, we found full tang, stainless steel blades 
with bone handles in excess of $2,000. Well, that won't cut it 
around here. We have mastered the hunt 
for the best deal, and in turn pass the 
spoils on to our customers, 

But we don’t stop there. While supplies 
last, we'll include a pair of $99 8x21 power 
compact binoculars and a genuine leather 
sheath FREE when you purchase the 
‘Huntsman Blade. 

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. 
Feel the knife in your hands, wear it 
on your hip, inspect the impeccable 
craftsmanship. If you don’t feel like we 
cut you a fair deal, send it back within 
30 days for a complete refund of the 
item price, 

Limited Reserves. A deal like this won't 
last long. We have only 1120 Huntsman 
Blades for this ad only. Don't let this BONUS! Call today and incredibly fine 
beauty slip through your fingers, Call today! you'll also receive this irs¢rument.” 


Huntsman Blade $249* genuine leather sheath! © —H., Arvada, CO 


Offer Code Price Only $79 + S&P Save $170 
1-800-333-2045 


Your Insider Offer Code: HUK175-01 3 ES 

‘You must use the insider offer code to get our special price. Rating of A+ 

Stauer® 14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. HUK175-01 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 WWW.Stauer.com 


*Discount is only for customers who use the offer code versus the 
listed original Stauer.com price, 


California residents please call 1-800-333-2045 regarding 
Proposition 65 regulations before purchasing this product. 
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Our Knives 
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This knife is beautifull” © 
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“The feel of this knife 
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* 12" overall length; 6 14" stainless steel full tang blade * Genuine bone handle 
with brass hand guard & bolsters * Includes genuine leather sheath 


Stauer... Afford the Extraordinary. 


LIVING WELL 


WHAT'S THE 


BUZZ? 


Researchers work to treat and reduce the effect of tinnitus. 


Tinnitus affects one in seven people worldwide, including 
27 million U.S. veterans, Often experienced as a buzzing, 
clicking, whooshing or chirping sound, it can be intermittent 
or constant, and causes can include cumulative exposure to 
noise (or a single event, such as an explosion), as well as 
infections, hypertension, atherosclerosis, a reaction to 
medication or aging. 

“For most people it's no more than a nuisance,” says Jay 
Rubenstein, a University of Washington professor of 
otolaryngology. “But for some, it can become life-destroying 
asit overwhelms every moment of every day.” 

‘A 2015 study found that 72 percent of veterans suffering 
from tinnitus also have an anxiety diagnosis and 68 percent 
a depression diagnosis; 58 percent struggle with both. 

‘A more recent Swedish study found that 9 percent of 
women and 5.5 percent of men suffering from severe 
tinnitus had attempted suicide, 

The first stop should be one’s health-care provider, says 
Erika McCarty Walsh, a University of Alabama at Birmingham 
otolaryngologist. After learning about symptoms, they can 
refer patients to an audiologist or otolaryngologist. 

“It’s important for the medical professional to know 
things like how loud is the sound, as well as what kind of 
sound it is,” says Elias Michaelides, a Rush University Medical 
Center otolaryngologist. “If the tinnitus is only in one ear, or 
‘pulsates' with your heartbeat, that’s something that needs 
to be checked immediately.” 

It’s also recommended that veterans see their doctors if 
tinnitus occurs suddenly, without an apparent cause, or ifit 
is accompanied by dizziness or hearing loss. 

In many cases, tinnitus can be arrested or even reversed if 
caught early, says Michael Hefferly, a Rush audiologist. 
Management can include noise therapy or cognitive 
behavioral therapy to teach people how to reduce tinnitus’ 
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BY LANCE FRAZER 


effects. Hefferly says other approaches include hearing aids 
to “bring in the soundscape around patients, to provide 
relief and a way to reconnect with a world from which they'd 
felt barred.” 

Avoiding behaviors that can make it worse is critical, 
“especially drugs and alcohol, anything that increases, 
stress,” Walsh says. 

Possible treatments are on the horizon, including, for 
people with extreme tinnitus, a procedure known as deep 
brain stimulation (DBS). In DBS, an electrode is implanted in 
the brain to disrupt abnormal electrical impulses. Already 
sed to treat movement disorders such as Parkinson's 
disease, DBS is being looked at as a way to disrupt the 
signals of tinnitus. 

“Brain modification is not something to be taken lightly,” 
says Steven Cheung, a University of California San Francisco 
otologist-neurologist. “This was a very early study, and it's 
only something we would propose in patients who had 
done everything else.” 

A team of researchers at Northern Arizona University 
recently launched an NIH-funded three-year study looking 
for a possible genetic predisposition for tinnitus. Such a link 
could help identify high-risk individuals and develop 
precision medicine and individualized treatment 
approaches. 

In the end, it’s important that people with tinnitus realize 
they're not alone, 

“Tinnitus is a really common condition, and not 
something that's just ‘in your head,’" Walsh says. “Patients 
need to know we take this seriously, and that there are a lot 
of ways in which we can help.” 


Lance Frazer is a California-based freelance writer specializing 
in health and medicine, science, nature and the environment. 
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Top coronavirus vaccines 
in development 


As the nation’s COVID-19 death toll climbs, U.S. 
health officials have said the wait for a vaccine could 


bea year to 18 months. > 
As of April 30, more than 100 vaccines were in - 
development globally, according to the World Health 
Organization. At least eight are in human trials. aa ~~ baa 
Here's a list of some of the leading vaccines in : 
development to fight COVID-19, according to CNBC: Active older vets fall 
= Moderna, mRNA ti 
Working with the National Institutes of Health, more, don’t get as hurt 
biotech company Moderna began its first phase 1 Physically active veterans are more likely to fall but less likely 
human trial on 45 volunteers in March and planned to to get hurt when they do, compared with inactive older adults 
expand testing by June, The vaccine candidate uses who didn't serve in the military, HealthDay reports, citing a 
synthetic messenger RNA to stimulate the body's study published in the Journal of Applied Gerontology. 
immune system to fight the novel coronavirus. Researchers analyzed 10 years of data from almost 12,000 
«= Johnson & Johnson, modified adenovirus veterans and some 37,000 non-veterans. They found that 
Johnson & Johnson's lead vaccine candidate will compared to non-veterans, veterans had 11 percent more falls 
enter a phase 1 human clinical study by September, that didn’t result in injuries but 28 percent fewer falls that did. 
and clinical data is expected before the end of the Akey takeaway is that physical activity can protect against 
year. The candidate involves combining coronavirus non-injury falls ~ especially, it seems, for veterans. The study's 
genetic material with a modified adenovirus that is author, Geoffrey Hoffman of the University of Michigan, 
known to cause common colds in humans. concluded that more activity and independence at the cost of a 
= Inovio Pharmaceutical, INO-4800 few more minor falls could be seen as a good trade-off. But he 
Inovio began early-stage clinical trials April 6 It adds that it's up to each older individual, “with the input of 
expects initial immune responses and safety data by family categivels, to weight those trade-offs," 


late summer, Inovio made its potential vaccine by 


adding the virus’ genetic material to synthetic DNA, Pandemic aid, by the numbers 
’ 


which researchers hope will cause the immune 


system to make antibodies against it. $1 Dillion amount ofhis 
= Oxford University, ChAdOx1 nCoV-19 Square stock Twitter founder Jack i @a AVA BNL ©} 
Oxford researchers’ coronavirus vaccine began Dorsey is moving into a limited 
human trials April 23. They plan to place coronavirus liability company (LLC) to support fia OL abs DYNA 
genetic material into another virus that's been COVID-19 relief efforts and other 
modified, followed by injection into ahuman subject causes - about a quarter of his w 
in the hope for an immune response. $o bilian net worth 
* Pfizer, BNT162 ae 
Pharmaceutical giant Pfizer began testing an $255 million pledge 
experimental vaccine May 5. Like Moderna, it uses made by the Bill and Melinda 
MRNA technology to tells cells what to build - “in this Gates Foundation, mostly for vaccines, treatment and 
case, an antigen that may induce an immune diagnostic development 
response for the virus," CNBC reports. ae 
; eae nesses ps $132 million Amount to be given by Indian tech 


magnate Azim Premji, for humanitarian aid and health 


Novavax announced it would start human trials in H 
interventions related to the pandemic 


May, with preliminary results expected in July. The 


Potential vaccine uses adjuvant technology to $100 million Pledge by seattle tech company KaJ Labs 


Neutralize the so-called spike protein, found ani the for COVID-19 relief efforts in the United States and East Africa 
surface of the coronavirus, that is used to enter the 


host cell. $100 million commitment by Google for continuing 
COVID-19 relief efforts 


EVing Welll- designed ta yoy ige general 145+ countries that saw charitable activity during 
information. Itis not intended to be, nor it, medical #GivingTuesdayNow on May 5. For several years a part of the 
advice. Readers should consult their physicians when post-Thanksgiving shopping calendar, a second Giving Tuesday 
they have health problems. was organized to respond to the pandemic. 
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PART TWO 


PORTRAIT OF THE ARTIST 
AS A D-DAY VETERAN 


His mother did not understand 
what the war had done to him. He was different. 


BY JEFF STOFFER 


Editor’s note: Ugo Giannini of New Jersey was 

a promising illustrator before he was drafted to 
fight in World War Il. An MP with the 29th Division, 
he was in the first wave at Omaha Beach and 
sketched the gruesome scene before him from a 
bomb crater. In the months that followed, he 
fulfilled his duties, wrote letters home and 
continued drawing what he saw in the Allied march 
to victory in Europe. As the journey wore on, his 
condition deteriorated. Giannini’s story resumes 
here, as the 29th presses toward Germany in the 
winter of 1944-1945. 


he 29th pushed into occupied villages 
of the Rhineland that late fall, as winter 

I drew near, transforming rain and mud 
to bitter cold and snow. A self-portrait reveals 
Ugo Giannini’s exhaustion and eyes that don’t 
seem focused on anything in particular. His 
letters weave in and out of the scenes he 
witnessed, conditions they endured and his 
longing to come home. 

The 29th kept moving, rooting out German forces 
west of the Roer River, reinforcing divisions in the 
Battle of the Bulge. When mail came, it was 
delayed two months or more. Spans of loneliness in 
the cold were interrupted only by firefights and 
small-arms battles. Ugo continued to write letters, 
most of which he did not send. His anguish grew, 
but to his mother, the news was always upbeat. 

He wrote to her that he had been granted a 48-hour 
leave in Brussels, where “I knocked myself out in 
cabarets and hotels. I was sailing high most 

of the time.” 

From January into February, the frozen war front 
moved easterly, and Ugo wrote to his family and 
Rene, whose affection he pursued throughout the 
campaign. In one letter, dated Feb. 23, 1945, he 
abruptly proposed marriage to her. Two days later, 
he received a long-delayed letter from her, cutting 
it all off. 
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On one night patrol, the MP passed the decapitated head of a 
buddy, a scene that would haunt him forever. ‘tyne 
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LG Pe = 
Giannini responsibly fulfilled his duties as an MP - which at 
one point included patrols on the back ofa Harley-Davidson 
~as the war drew nearer to conclusion, ‘sets 


It is too late to retract the venom you have 
spilled upon me. I am ill with the oppression 
of nine months’ battle. I am ill with shock and 
shattered nerves. 


Deeper into Germany, enemy resistance 
weakened. Giannini illustrated the division's 
after-action reports and wrote one of his own 
March 2, 1945. “Julich completely leveled, smoking 
ruins, the gray color of battle shrouds every scene. 
Roads bad, muddy, town with bomb craters and 
artillery shells.” 

Intermittent battles with the retreating Germans 
ultimately led the division to Nazi concentration 
camps where the soldiers liberated thousands of 
starving survivors. 

Giannini, despite inner turmoil, faithfully 
fulfilled his duties as an MP, which now included 
evacuating the camp prisoners, along with traffic 
control, security for the command post and 
investigations. 

In later years, his future wife Maxine spoke with 
veterans who had served with her husband. “Oh, 
Ugo... how I loved that man,” one told her. “He 
was beloved in the military.” 

From the west bank of the Elbe River, the 29th 
could see Germans waving white flags. Ordered to 
stay in place, their march soon ended. Hitler was 
dead. Berlin was taken, Germany surrendered. 
And Giannini was finally free to write uncensored 
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letters describing in greater detail moments he 
could not previously have reported. 

“I still can’t quite grasp it,” he wrote to Rene, 
trying to salvage the relationship. “How did I come 
through it without a scratch?” 

He later asked in a letter from Germany for her 
phone number, so he could call her immediately 
upon his return, 

‘When that day finally came, whatever lifelong 
commitment he envisioned with Rene did not 
materialize. “I don’t think the relationship was 
what he thought it was,” Maxine says. “I think 
she had another agenda. The older brother, 
Richard, wrote a scathing letter: ‘She’s not what 
you think she is.” 

For the two years he was in the war, however, 
“it was the only thing he held on to,” Maxine says. 
“[ think that was typical for many of the guys — 
that one person they loved, who gave them hope.” 

When he returned to New Jersey, Ugo’s mother 
wanted to know what the war had done to her son. 
He was not the same. 


I've lived a thousand lives and died many ... 
Thave none of the values and relative 
perspectives, which civilians abide by. 


“When he came back from the war, he did not 
get a driver's license,” Maxine says. “He would not 
put his name on a piece of paper. He didn’t want 
anyone to know where he was. He was so 
wounded by what happened to him, he never 
wanted to be entrapped again. He didn't want to 
have children. He didn’t want to get married.” 

Giannini used his GI Bill benefits to attend the 
Art Students League in New York City and was 
later one of five from the school who went to Paris 
and studied under the French painter and World 
War I veteran Fernand Léger, an internationally 
acclaimed Picasso-influenced pioneer of modern 
art. “If not for the GI Bill, he would never have had 
the opportunity,” Maxine explains. “He became 
close to Léger because Léger was also a soldier. 
When he was in Paris after the war, with Léger, he 
couldn't take his boots off, or his khaki pants. 
That was what he wore to class.” 

During that time, Giannini was noticed by a 
documentary filmmaker named Tom Van Dyke, 
who asked about the attire. “He asked, ‘What are 
you doing in those shoes - combat boots?” He said 
he was in Normandy.” Van Dyke then took 
Giannini to the beaches and filmed him there 
discussing the D-Day invasion. The film was made, 
Maxine says, “but when he came here for the fifth 
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anniversary of D-Day, they confiscated the film at 
customs. They thought this guy was running 
pornography or something.” The film disappeared. 

Ugo later met Maxine - 10 years younger — 
and openly discussed the lost Rene. “He talked 
about the conflict and the unresolved quality 
of this, Finally, I said, ‘Ugo, when you came 
home, you had ample opportunity to get together 
with her, Something stopped you. And you have to 
own that." 

His reluctance to marry nearly ended 
his relationship with Maxine. After she went to 
France for three months on her own, she came 
back, and he had had a change of heart. They 
married, struggled at first 
to make ends meet, raised 
a family, and he finally got 
a contract to teach art at 
Caldwell College in 
New Jersey. He taught there 
for the next 27 years, and 
continued to paint, often 
alone, never intending to 
show his secret work to 
anyone. “Art was where he 
lived,” Maxine says. 

Combat had taken 
residence in his paintings. 
He had mentioned that one 
day he would like to do a 
book about his time in the 
war, but that day did not 
come while he was living. 
Other than passing 
references by day and 
nightmares he could not 
shake at night, the war 
stayed inside him. 

“What I remember was this 
terrible nightmare where he 
was screaming. There is 
actually a picture of it in the book (“Drawing 
D-Day: An Artist’s Journey Through War” Dover, 
2019) where he was on patrol at night in Germany 
.. and found the decapitated head of his friend 
who had gone out earlier in the day. That was an 
excruciating memory for him, all of his life. One of 
his nightmares was the landing. Every day I went 
to the hospital the last month of his life, he was 
landing on Omaha Beach, and screaming, 

‘Get away from that! Get away from that obstacle! 
You're going to get hit! You're going to get shot!"” 

Around the time of the 40th anniversary of 

D-Day, in 1984, Giannini had been asked by some 


is division. «ue sires 
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Giannini was 72 years old when he composed this 
pastel, “The 29th.” It is one of many pieces from 

late in his life that contained indelible symbols of 
World War land those who fought and died from 


other 29th Division veterans to go with them to 
France. “Ugo could not return, whatever the 
reasons - emotional, physical, psychological,” 
Maxine wrote in the preface to “Drawing D-Day.” 
“But it was then that his longest journey back to 
Omaha and the events of World War II began.” He 
read books about the campaign and gave a lecture 
before a business group; soon symbols and images 
of the war began to appear in his art, and he was 
willing to show some of it. 

In 1992, the couple planned to visit Normandy 
and made it as far as Paris, when Ugo became sick 
with what they thought was pneumonia. “The 
doctors said, he not only has pneumonia, but he 
has pulmonary fibrosis. 
You'd better get him to a 
doctor when you go home. 
They said, ‘He’s not going to 
die here, but he is not going 
to get better from this.” He 
would not make it back 
to the beaches that had 
occupied a half-century of 
his conscience. 

In the years after his death, 
Maxine researched Ugo’s 
journey, traveled to France, 
talked with veterans, read 
after-action reports and 
fulfilled her goal to put the 
images — and excerpts from 
his letters — into one book. 
Through the project, she 
finally came to know her 
husband of 37 years. She 
hopes the collection of 
original drawings and 
paintings will someday have 
a permanent home in a 
museum. 

“What he expresses is the 
inexpressible,” she explains. “The men said all hell 
broke loose. You see the hell in his drawings, his 
interior response to the war - what human beings 
are capable of. I don’t think there is anything like 
this. This is who I lived with, this incredible 
artist.” @ 


Jeff Stoffer is editor of The American Legion 
Magazine. 
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any previous design, Once you hold the pistol in your hands you'll be 
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commissioned specifically for this project by 
America Remembers decorate cach pistol in 
sparkling 24-karat gold artwork with blackened 
patinaed highlights, 


Reservations will be accepted in the order they are 
received. Only 1,000 of the Vietnam Tribute to Valor 
Pistols will ever be produced, To he sure of acquiring the 
‘Tribute before the edition is fully subscribed, please place 
‘your reservation promptly. We will arrange delivery through 
the licensed firearms dealer of your choice, If for any reason 
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Team USA athlete Tammy Landeen is an Army 
veteran and member of Martin Klein American 
Legion Post 133 in Fort Kent, Maine. A 
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ON TOP of the WORLD 


Tammy Landeen blossoms as a handcyclist and bobsledder 
after overcoming paralysis and depression. 


BY HENRY HOWARD 


r I Be, Landeen remembers everything 
about the accident. 


Her horse, Lucy Mae, got spooked while 
galloping 30 miles an hour on a familiar trail 
near their Georgia home. Landeen was thrown 
into a tree, never losing consciousness but 
sustaining 28 broken bones, five vertebrae 
fractures and a collapsed lung. 

Arib fragment came within a millimeter of 
Landeen’s heart 

“I never hit my head, which was fortunate,” she 
says. “I remember hitting the ground. I remember 
losing the feeling of my legs. I remember my lung 
collapsing. I can remember telling 
myself to calm down because 
the more I'd freak out, the 
more it hurt. But the more 

it hurt, the more I was 
freaking out.” 

Her thoughts instantly 
went to her young 

daughters, who were 20 

miles away and would 

soon be getting home 
from school. “Who 
would get them?” 

Landeen wondered 

while calling for 

help. Her husband, 

Shawn, was 

deployed to Iraq. 

Landeen would 
never walk again 
Her girls reacted 
differently to the 
news. Nickole, 5, told 
Landeen, “It’s OK, 
Mommy. I still love 
you.” Katalyn, 8, was 


dismayed. “It’s not fair! I’m never going to be able 
to go to Disney World.” 

In time, Katalyn learned to accept her mother’s 
circumstances. “When one door closes, another 
one opens,” she says now. 

That open door has led to many opportunities 
for the family. 


‘Mad at the world’ After the initial shock, the 
family struggled for some time. 

“There was lots of turmoil,” Katalyn says 
“I had lots of questions, but there was no one to 
answer those questions because she was in a 
coma.” 

Two months after her Oct. 28, 2005, accident, 
Landeen awoke, consumed with anger. “I didn’t 
want to participate in anything, even life.” 

She stayed home, sitting on the couch and 
watching hours and hours of TV. “I thought, ‘This 
sucks.’ My life ver. How do I live? I was 
beyond depressed. I was mad at the world, 

I didn’t want anything to do with anybody.” 

Her depression dragged on for around five 
years, until Shawn had had enough. He met some 
handcyclists and forced Tammy to try it out. 
“They set up a group ride for me, and I went 
kicking and screaming,” she recalls. “I was 
completely closed-minded to it. But when I got a 
chance to get on the handcyele, I fell in love with 
it. It was freeing, wind in my hair again.” 

Riding also gave her a community. Landeen 
went all in and trained for the Paralyzed Veterans 
of America cycling team. She competed in about 
50 cycling events, triathlons and marathons, 
finishing second in the Boston Marathon and 
winning the Marine Corps Marathon in 2015, 

A few years later, a cycling friend helped 
connect Landeen with the Team USA national 
bobsled team for paralyzed athletes. A member of 


~ 
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Martin Klein American Legion Post 133 in Fort 
Kent, Maine, she had been riding snowmobiles 
independently and agreed to try bobsledding. 

“The idea of a winter sport living in Maine was 
exciting,” she says. “I jumped at the opportunity, 
and when I got there, I almost chickened out.” 

Because athletes cannot push the bobsled to start 
the run, they sit inside and are brought to the start 
line. Landeen was nervous but went through with it. 

“That first run I had my eyes closed more than 
open,” she says. “I didn’t do a whole lot of steering. 
Just rode it out. When I got to the bottom I couldn't 
stop smiling. It was so much adrenaline, so much 
excitement. It was something I could do that my 
worthless legs didn’t matter. And I could still go just 
as fast as an able-bodied person and experience 
those rushes. It was amazing.” 

The sleds are so fast that the athletes have to 
study course diagrams, memorizing every turn and 
then anticipating them while blazing down the 
mountain, Landeen says. 

“You have to pay attention and watch where you're 
going and constantly think about what you're going 
to do. You can’t tense up because you might steer in 
the wrong spot. All you see is these ice walls going 
by you and you watch these little blue dots that are 
painted in the ice.” 

Like golf courses, no two bobsled tracks are alike. 

“The kicker to bobsledding is that this track is this 
track, but when we leave here, it’s done,” Landeen 
says of the Park City, Utah, course where she 
competed in a World Cup event in February. 
“There's nothing you learn at this track that’s going 
to help you at the next other than the experience, 
The corner two here isn’t like corner two anywhere 
else in the world. You have to be able to put one 
track behind you and move on to the next one. 
That's what makes the sport a huge mental game.” 
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Para Bobsled World Cup 


Utah, on Feb. 16. rowiyvansest — 


‘An opportunity to help’ Team USA does not 
cover expenses such as travel for the bobsledders, 
which can be burdensome when six of the 10 World 
Cup events are overseas. In rural Maine, Landeen 
struggled to find willing donors. 

“When The American Legion came through and 
said they wanted to sponsor me as an athlete, it was 
heartwarming,” she says. “Without The American 
Legion, I wouldn’t be here right now. You can’t find 
enough money from little small-town businesses to 
do this kind of event. So I'm very grateful for what 
The American Legion has done for me.” 

Landeen was contacted by Leroy McKenzie, vice 
commander of Post 133 and District 17 service 
officer and vice commander. After some research, he 
quickly learned about her financial need. 

McKenzie contacted Department Commander 
Matt Jabaut and Adjutant Paul L'Heureux. Eager to 
support a fellow Legionnaire, McKenzie presented 
her with a $2,000 check at Post 133. Landeen also 
received financial support from the post and the 
Department of Maine American Legion Auxiliary. 

“As long as you are a veteran and you are in need, 
we are going to find a way to help you,” McKenzie 
says. “That's the joy of what we do. Our goal is to 
support veterans on every level, not just somebody 
who was injured during service, especially in a case 
like Tammy's. It was an opportunity to help a 
veteran, and that's what we did.” 

Landeen’s story is an encouragement to McKenzie, 
who has struggled with a knee injury for four years. 
“Seeing what Tammy has gone through and the 

progress she has made is inspiring,” he says. “She 
has no clue as to the amount of people who look up 
to her. I have limitations because of my knee. 
Tammy’s situation is 50 million times worse than 
mine. So if Tammy can do it, why can’t I? Why can’t 
Ibe more active, helping veterans on every level?” 
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‘d the Extraordinary 


Showing courage As Landeen learns her new 
sport, she is embracing the camaraderie not only 
within the Legion but also on Team USA, which she 
calls “a dream come true.” 

Last season, all five team members were veterans. 
They had an instant connection. 

“We've all shared the same stories, the same 
experiences and the same downfalls,” says Landeen, 
who served in the Army for 10 years. “We're a 
family that’s going to go far together, 

Teammates prepare together. They encourage one 
another and huddle in prayer before events, It takes 
more than team spirit to succeed, though. Courage 
is essential for athletes who zip down icy mountains 
at 70 mph while guiding a 400-pound sled with a 
bungee-cord-like contraption. Skill is also required, 
with fractions of a second separating podium 
finishers from back-of-the-packers. 

Army veteran William Castillo lost his left leg in 
Iraq and started para bobsledding three years ago. 
He’s been on Team USA for a year. 

“Being an all-veteran team is unique,” he says. 
“We all represent our nation with integrity and 
honor, and that's important to us. We also feed off 
our disabilities, pushing through the fatigue and the 
mental blocks, so we can do what we need to do.” 

Noting that Landeen is one of the few women in 
the sport, Castillo says her presence has been a 
boost for the team. 

“Tammy brings a lot of courage to the team,” he 
says, “Bobsledding is a little scary. The way she has 
approached it after being thrown into the top of the 
track brings courage to the team.” 


‘Not no, but how’ Landeen was not the only one 
in her family to experience depression after the 
accident. 

“We all kind of did for a while,” Katalyn says. 
“But at one point we figured out that there are 
more options out there. Everything can be 
adapted. That kind of perseverance and that 
attitude of ‘not no, but how’ changed how we 
viewed everything. We just realized that she’s still 
her and she’s just sitting down.” 

Katalyn had a front-row seat to her mother’s 
comeback. It inspired Katalyn to follow in her 
footsteps into the Army, where she served four 
years. Now she is a student at the University of 
Oregon and plans to create a nonprofit to help 
people with disabilities. 

“My passion is cars, and I like to do driving and 
drifting,” she says of the niche sport where drivers 
oversteer while keeping control and maneuver 
through a corner on a closed course. “My goal is 
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to open a nonprofit driving school so people with 
disabilities can do the things I like to do. It’s in 
large part due to my mom’s experiences. With the 
military being my whole life essentially, I would 
like to open up a special program for veterans.” 


One more test Between her handcycling career 
and discovering bobsledding, Landeen faced 
another challenge. Shawn was the catalyst for this 
one, too. 

As their family sat outside a restaurant having 
dinner one night, a couple of men approached on 
horseback. “I freaked out,” Landeen says. “I had 
extreme horse PTSD. I was terrified to be 
anywhere near them for the lack of the ability to 
move out of their way. My husband recognized 
how extremely unhealthy that was.” 

Shawn again forced her to face her fears. He 
took Tammy to the house of a friend who was a 
horse trainer for the sole purpose of getting her 
back in the saddle. 

She got cold sweats, felt panicky and had 
difficulty being near the horse. But after a half- 
hour, Shawn put her on the horse's back. “I went 
from being absolutely terrified to ‘Oh my God, I'm 
on a horse again.’ It was a nice feeling after the 
initial fear and anxiety went away.” 

Landeen took lessons three days a week for nine 
months. “It helped close that fear chapter,” she 
says. “I got to where I could ride completely 
independent again. And then I said, ‘OK, I'm 
good.’ I don’t want to do it anymore.” 

Her gratitude runs deep to her fellow athletes, 
fellow Legionnaires and, of course, Shawn. She 
knows that without his determination, her life 
would be different. 

“Living is so worthwhile. To be miserable is 
doing yourself an injustice. It’s not always going to 
be an easy road. If I had not been paralyzed, my 
life wouldn’t be what it is now. I probably 
wouldn't still be happily married. I couldn't say 
I was in the Boston Marathon or that I won the 
Marine Corps Marathon. I wouldn't be sitting here 
in Park City, Utah. I’m hanging out with some 
amazing athletes from around the world. My 
disability changed my life, but I wholeheartedly 
believe that it changed my life for the better. 

I wouldn't change it for the world now.” & 


Henry Howard is deputy director of the American 
Legion Media & Communications Division. 
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TheFreedom Train, 1948 iw 


“More than a rolling museum, 
the Freedom Train was an 
educational and patriotic 
program that provided a vivid 
reminder of the greatness of 
America’s heritage to a nation 
still recovering from economic 


depression and world war.” 


Sgt. Timothy C. Hodge, 
“One Marine, Many Memories” 
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Following the Allies’ victory over Germany, Italy 
and Japan in World War II, all who had sacrificed 
and made do on the home front since the Great 
Depression expected relief and their piece of the 
American dream. Instead, millions were laid off from 
virtually all the major industries as emergency war 
production shifted back to civilian consumer needs. 

As the Great Strike Wave swept through the 
country, refugees from war zones flooded in. With 
them came Gls, returning from the battlefields to look 
for work, housing and education promised by the 
GI Bill of Rights - which, transformational as it was, 
did not promise jobs. Rationing eased as goods 
trickled back to store shelves. Black soldiers who had 
fought for their country expected better treatment at 
home but found segregation still in place. 

President Harry Truman, a Democrat, faced an 
all-Republican Congress, resulting in frequent 
legislative logjams. Amid this confusion, communism 
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and other radical political 
ideologies strived to gain a 
foothold. 

William Coblenz, an 
assistant director in the 
Department of Justice’s Public 
Information Division, spent 
his lunch hours at the 
National Archives. Lamenting 
how few Americans were able 
to visit Washington and see 
the nation’s founding 
documents, he thought about 
how a display of America’s 
struggles and sacrifices for 
freedom would make a 
powerful impression. If only 
the entire country could see 
the tangible, irreplaceable documents that inspired a 
legacy of liberty and unity. If Americans can't all 
come here, Coblenz reasoned, let's take the 
documents to them. What was common to nearly 
every city and town? A railroad station, to be visited 
by a traveling museum of historical documents. 

Coblenz took his idea for a converted Liberty Train 
passenger car to his boss, Attorney General Thomas 
Clark, The Treasury was broke, so Clark made a 
few calls to creative business owners, entrepreneurs, 
movie moguls, bankers, industry leaders and the 
Advertising Council. In a few weeks, the nonprofit 
American Heritage Foundation was formed with a 
board of directors and deep pockets. Coblenz’ modest 
Liberty Train passenger car concept became the rock 
star of its time. 

The Freedom Train was a seven-coach behemoth 
hauled by a 2,000-horsepower ALCO diesel 
locomotive. Three of the passenger cars were 
transformed into armor-plated coaches — bulletproof 
and fireproof, with steel-covered windows forming 
one long aisle displaying 132 historical documents 
and iconic objects. The four remaining cars were a 
baggage-utility coach and three sleeper-stateroom 
coaches to house the accompanying guard and 
maintenance crew. 

The train would crisscross the United States - 
33,000 miles - for 16 months, stopping for up to five 
days each at 300 cities and towns throughout the 48 
states. The trip would be preceded by, and followed 
up with, planned patriotic rededication programs of 
local and national broadcast media events, collateral 
print packages and parades themed around the motto 
“Freedom is Everybody's Job.” Towns throughout 
America bought into it, estimating roughly 10,000 
visitors per day at each train stop. 


guard. svorite 
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Attorney General Thomas Clark proposed that 
USS. Marines serve as the Freedom Train's armed 


Clark had an idea for 
guarding the documents, 
outlined in a letter to Navy 
Secretary James Forrestal: 


Dear Jim, 

this train is to bring to the 
people of the United States 
more than one hundred and 
fifty of the most sacred original 
documents of our history ... the 
Freedom Train will need an 
armed guard to protect its 
precious and irreplaceable 
cargo. Lam sure you will agree 
with me that the Marine Corps 
of the United States Navy is 
highly qualified for this job and 
this letter is to request you to direct that this outfit be 
given the assignment.” 


Months of furious activity commenced. On Sept. 5, 
1947, at a trackside reviewing stand of civic officials, 
factory workers, designers and the local press next to 
the American Locomotive Company’s (ALCO) 
Schenectady, NY., shop, a state-of-the-art diesel 
engine rumbled through a paper curtain to brass- 
band fanfare. The applause quieted to the tread of 
marching men and then, in close-order columns of 
four, came rank on rank of 27 Marine sergeants and 
corporals, their dress blues decorated with rows of 
battle, theater and service ribbons. Led by Lt. Col. 
Robert Scott, they marched in perfect step along the 
side of the huge engine. Applause exploded. No one 
doubted the Freedom Train was in good hands. 

As Sgt. Henry Steadman wrote in his book “One 
Marine’s Experience,” his selection as part of the 
detachment for the Freedom Train “was one of the 
best times of my career. It was a great honor to be 
one of only a few sergeants and corporals selected 
from across the Corps for this assignment. 

“The detachment’s primary mission was the 
security of the documents, The Marines also played 
the role of ambassadors, explaining the history 
behind the exhibits, They also kept watchful eyes 
outside the train, providing crowd control when 
necessary. People came in one way and went out the 
other, always under close supervision of the Marines. 

“They had a revolving watch, standing two watches 
during the day. A special detail armed with .45- 
caliber pistols stayed in the cars at night while the 
train traveled to its next destination. There was no 
mess aboard the train so the Marines were paid $3 a 
day to eat in town. There was also no laundry 
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a fraction of the cost of name-brand hearing aids, and FREE 

they're amazingly convenient! With the GOS included chareing 
charging station, you won't have to keep buying and Station! 
replacing tiny hearing aid batteries, and the GO is i. 


pre-programmed for most mild to moderate hearing 
losses—no costly professional adjustments needed. They're shipped 
directly to you and help you hear better right out of the box. Simply 
take them out, put them in, and GO! 

You can spend thousands on an expensive hearing aid or you can spend 
just $239 for a hearing aid that's great for most mild to moderate hearing 
losses (only $199 each when you buy a pair— hear up to 3 times better 
than wearing just one). We're so sure you'll love your hearing aids we 
offer a 100% Money Back Guarantee - Risk Free if you are not satisfied 
for any reason. 


FOR THE LOWEST PRICE CALL! 


1-888-464-3842 


Use Coupon Code: ALZ7 


*Only $199 Each When You Buy A Pai 
(Coupon Code & Price Valid For A Limited Time Only) Call Us! 


Questions? 


Advanced Affordable Hearing 
Affordable Quality Since 1996! 


US Company 
‘Owned And 
Operated 


(4 


, 
O28 =|. am 


Visit and Save: www.AdvancedHearing.com/ALZ7 


LEFT: The Freedom Train featured 127 historical documents and objects, including Thomas Jefferson's draft of the Declaration of 


Independence. RIGHT: Visitors wait in line to see the Freedom Train in San Francisco in 1948. ras 


facility, so they hung their laundry bags outside their 
doors at each stop. Their laundry was taken (by three 
resident Union porters) in the morning and, by the 
time they left the city, it was cleaned and pressed, 
and hanging outside their doorways. Once we closed 
the exhibits, no one was allowed in the cars.” 

Steadman recalled an incident in which the FBI 
requested to board the train after hours. The Marines 
stood firm, insisting the FBI had to get permission 
from the detachment commanding officer. 

Though the Marines lived in tight quarters and 
worked a tedious schedule, they still found time to 
enjoy themselves. “We all lived together in one club 
car for 17 months,” Steadman wrote. They also 
secretly kept a detachment mascot: a cocker spaniel 
puppy named Reddy. At least half the detachment 
claimed ownership. “For six months, we fed Reddy 
from our brown-bag lunches.” 

The collection of historical documents and objects 
was housed in custom-built, sealed cases fronted by 
hardened, shatterproof Lucite secured with bronze 
screws and monitored for humidity and temperature. 
Four thousand pounds of ice were regularly loaded 
onboard to furnish air conditioning, and automatic 
smoke alarms were installed. A faulty electrical 
circuit caused a small fire during a routine overhaul; 
one Marine suffered smoke inhalation. 

A newspaper reporter wrote that stepping into the 
Freedom Train’s long aisle was like “entering a 
church.” The soft green walls and carpeted floors 
hushed the crowds. Tears were common in the last 
coach, which featured reports from World War II 
battlefields where local sons and daughters had 
served and some had died. 

The Marines were well drilled and knowledgeable 
of their encased and mute charges. Each Marine was 
ordered to quietly urge the people to “keep moving, 
please,” allowing roughly six seconds of gazing at 
each document. Some viewers became transfixed, 
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mesmerized by George Washington's handwriting on 
the pages of his personal account book. The copy of 
Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address from which 
the 16th president had read. The signatures of Adm. 
Fleet Chester Nimitz, Gen. Douglas MacArthur, Gen. 
Anthony McAuliffe - who replied “Nuts!” to a 
German demand for surrender at Bastogne - and 
President Frankin D. Roosevelt, who held the country 
together. Visitors came with fresh memories of 
graveside services: a bugle sounding taps, a folded 
flag, a catch in the throat for those fatalities whose 
remains had been brought home. Some of their loved 
ones had perished in the explosion of an artillery 
shell; others vanished into the cold type of a missing- 
in-action report. 

Many Marine ushers who manned the third coach 
had served on those bloody battlefields and were still 
haunted by the death, rot, disease, boredom and 
terror. Day after day, city after town, the parade of 
memories passed. 

‘At every stop, the Marines were treated like 
royalty. Free taxis sped them to restaurants where 
meals were on the house. Scott was adopted and 
feted by every town council. Off-duty Marines were 
dogged by young people and curious adults. The 
travels of the Freedom Train left behind a love affair 
with the Corps and memories that would last a 
lifetime. 

On Jan. 16, 1949, the Freedom Train rolled into 
Washington, D.C, for the last time, and remained 
through Truman’s inauguration Jan. 22. The Marine 
honor guard packed their barracks bags and said 
their goodbyes. Of the 40 million Americans who saw 
the Freedom Train, none ever forgot it or its mission: 
freedom is everybody's job. &2 


Gerry Souter and his wife, Janet, are the authors of 
“Selling Americans on America: Journey Into a 
Troubled Nation” (Sartoris Publishing Group, 2019). 


Discovered! Unopened Bag of 
138-Year-Old Mere Silver Dollars 


Coin experts amazed by 
“Incredible Opportunity” 


‘The Morgan Silver Dollar is the most 
popular and iconic vintage U.S. coin. They 
were the Silver Dollars of the Wild West, 
going on countless untold adventures in 
dusty saddlebags across the nation. Finding 
a secret hoard of Morgans doesn’t happen 
often—and when it does, it’s a big deal. 


How big? Here’s numismatist, author 
and consultant to the Smithsonian® 
Jeff Garrett: 


“Ie’s very rare to find large 
quantities of Morgan Silver 
Dollars, especially in bags that 
have been sealed... to find several 
thousand Morgan Silver Dollars 
that are from the U.S. Treasury 
Hoards, till unopened, is really 
‘an incredible opportunity.” 

Jeff Garrett 


But where did this unique hoard come from? Read on. 


Morgans from the New Orleans Mint 

In 1859, Nevada’s Comstock Lode was discovered, and soon its rich 
silver ore made its way across the nation, including to the fabled 
New Orleans Mint, the only U.S. Mint branch to have served under 
the U.S. government, the State of Louisiana and the 

In 1882, some of that silver was struck into Morgan Silver Dollars, 
each featuring the iconic “O” mint mark of the New Orleans Mint. 
Employees then placed the freshly struck coins into canvas bags... 


The U.S. Treasury Hoard 

Fast-forward nearly 80 years. In the 1960s, the U.S. government 
opened its vaults and revealed a massive store of Morgan Silver 
Dollars—including full, unopened bags of “fresh” 1882-O Morgan 
Silver Dollars. A number of bags were secured 

by a child of the Great Depression—a southern 

gentleman whose upbringing showed him the 

value of hard assets like silver. He stashed the 

unopened bags of “fresh” Morgans away, and 

there they stayed... 


The Great Southern Treasury Hoard 
That is, until another 50 years later, when the 
man’s family finally decided to sell the coins— 
stil in their unopened bags—which we secured, 
bag and all! We submitted the coins to respected 


NEW ORLE AW; 


¥ Historic Morgan Silver Dollars 

¥ Minted in New Orleans 

¥ Struck and bagged in 1882 

¥ Unopened for 138 years 

¥ 26.73 grams of 90% fine silver 

¥ Hefty 38.1 mm diameter 

¥ Certified Brilliant Uncirculated 
byNGC 

¥ Certified “Great Southern 
Treasury Hoard” pedigree 

Limit five coins per household 


"Actual size is 38,1 mum 


third-party grading service Numismatic 

Guaranty Corporation (NGC), and they agreed to honor 
the southern gentleman by giving the coins the pedigree of the “Great 
Southern Treasury Hoard.” 


These gorgeous 1882-O Morgans are as bright and new as the day 
they were struck and bagged 138 years ago, Coins are graded on a 
70-point scale, with those graded at least Mint State-60 (MS60) often 
referred to as “Brilliant Uncirculated” or BU. Of all 1882-O Morgans 
struck, LESS THAN 1% have earned a Mint State grade. This makes 
these unopened bags of 1882-O Morgans extremely rare, certified as 
being in BU condition—nearly unheard of for coins 138 years old. 


Don’t Miss This Rare Opportunity—Order Now! 
Regular 1882-O Morgans sell elsewhere for as much as $133, and 
that’s without the original brilliant shine these “fresh” 138-year- 
old coins have, without their special NGC hoard designation, 

and without their ability to tell their full, complete story from the 
Comstock Lode all the way to your collection, 


Given the limited quantity of coins available from this historic hoard, 
we must set a strict limit of five coins per houschold. Call quickly to 
secure yours today as supplies are sure to sell out quickly! 


1882-O Morgan Silver Dollar NGC Certified BU from the 
Great Southern Treasury Hoard — $99 ea. 


FREE SHIPPING on 2 or More! 
Limited time only. Product total aver $149 before taxes (if any). 
‘Standard domestic shipping only. Not valid on previous purchases. 


Call today toll-free for fastest service 


1-888-324-9125 


Offer Code MSH224-01 


Please mention this code when you call 


GOvMINT.COM’ 


GovMint.com « 14101 Southeross Dr. W., Suite 175, Dept. MSH224-01, Burnsville, MN 58837 


GovMint.com! is retail distributor of coin and currency isues and is not afiated withthe US. government. The collectible coin market is unregulated, highly speculative and 
involves risk. GovMint.com reserves the right to decline to consummate any sie, within its discretion including due to pricing errors. Prices, facts, figures and populations deemed 
accurate as ofthe date of publication but may change significantly overtime. Al purchases are expresdy conditioned upon your acceptance ef GovMint.com's Terms and Conditions 
(www. govmint com/terms-conditions or call 1-800-721-0320); ta decline return your purchase pursuant to GovMint.com/s Return Poliy. © 2020 GovMint.com. All rights reserved. 


THE CHICAGO CUBS ARE IN LOS ANGELES 
TO PLAY THE DODGERS. IT'S THE 100TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE FIRST BASEBALL 
GAME PLAYED BY THE CLIBS- 


IN THE FOURTH INNING, 
TWO PROTESTERS TRY 

TO UNDERMINE ANYTHING 
PATRIOTIC OR CELEBRATORY 
ABOLIT THE DAY. 


THEY DASH INTO THE OUTFIELD, 
LAY A U.S. FLAG IN THE Geass 
AND ATTEMPT TO SET IT ON FIRE. 


CUBS OLITFIELDER AND AMERICAN LEGION 
BASEBALL ALUM RICK MONDAY SEES WHAT 
THEY ARE UP TO AND SPRINTS TO THE 
ATTEMPTED DESECRATION. 


HE SCOOPS UP THE FLAG, SAVING IT FROM THE 
FLAMES, AND THE DEMONSTRATORS ARE HAULED 


THE 19-YEaR MacoR LEA KEPT THE FLAG AND 
STILL HAS IT. IN 2006, HE BROUGHT IT WITH HIM TO 
CAPITOL HILL FOR AN AMERICAN LEGION-CITIZENS 

FLAG ALLIANCE PRESS CONFERENCE TO SUPPORT A 
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT TO PROTECT THE U.S. 


RICK MONDAY... YOU MADE A FLAG FROM DELIBERATE ACTS OF DESECRATION. 
GREAT PLAY! 


ESPN LATER NAMES MONDAY'S ACT OF PATRIOTISM THAT 
Day AS ONE OF THE 400 TOP PLAYS IN THE HISTORY 


Bey OF MAIOR Lease BasEsALt 
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At USAA, the same values that guide our military inspire us to go above and beyond for ou 
members. Service, loyalty, honesty and integrity — they're at the heart of every product an 
service we bring you. Join an organization that understands what matters most to you. 


| NS USAAis proud to bo the 
CALL 877-699-2654 OR VISIT USAA.COM/LEGION USM 


USAA means United Services Automobile Association and its affilates. Use of the term “member” or * 
Services and does not convey any legal or ownership rights in USA Restrictions apply and ate subje 
must have received a discharge type of “Honorable” Eligible former c its of USAA members may jc 

agency endorsement, The American Legion receives financial support from USAA for this sponsorship, © 2020 USAA, 270: 
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MEDIA 


Get to know the Legion’s podcast hosts 


The American Legion has launched a podcast, “Tango Alpha Lima,” which features three post-9/11 veteran co-hosts who 
explore current events, interesting trends and quirky stories of interest to the military community. Topics covered so far 


include the launch of Space Force, tracking Sasquatch and honoring fallen comrades. 


MARK SEAVEY 
Military branch/rank: Army, sergeant, 
29th Infantry Division 

American Legion post: Post 83, 
Mathews, Va. 

Why I podcast: “It's an excellent 
medium to be evangelical about The 
American Legion and what we do.” 
Three fun facts: 

= | was an extra in Bette Midler’s “For 
the Boys.” 

= | completed the Boston Marathon 
with boots and a ruck in seven hours, 
14 minutes. 

= took the law school admission test 
only because it was in the middle of 
an Army field exercise and | thought 
(incorrectly) | could get a shower and 
a good night's sleep beforehand. 


JEFF DALY 
Military branch/rank: Marine Corps, 
lance corporal 

American Legion post: Post 43, 
Hollywood, Calif. 

Why I podcast: “I love learning and 
sharing. Communication is important 
to The American Legion, and | feel 
podcasting is an exciting and growing 
medium for communicating with our 
members, and the entire veteran and 
military community.” 

Three fun facts: 

* | can't stand coffee or coffee-flavored 
anything, 

* Asa Hershey's Kissmobile 
ambassador, | drove it all across the 
country. 

= I've never taken an illegal or 
prescription drug. 


ASHLEY GORBULJA-MALDONADO 
Military branch/rank: Army National 
Guard, sergeant 

American Legion post: Dyer-Gunnell 
American Legion Post 180, Vienna, Va. 
Why I podcast: “I podcast to inspire 
veterans across multiple generations 
to share their stories to build bridges, 
not barriers. | podcast to educate the 
military community and beyond on 
benefits, resources and information. 
Finally, | podcast because | want to. 
share the values, continuation of 
service beyond the uniform, 
camaraderie and shared experiences 
that bring us together as veterans.” 
Three fun facts: 

* | celebrated a bridal shower, 
bachelorette party and birthday in 
24 hours. 

= | was the guidon bearer 19 out of 21 
weeks during basic/AIT. 

* | collect vintage books, trinkets and 
jewelry. 


WHERE TO DOWNLOAD, LISTEN AND SUBSCRIBE 


You can find information and links to all episodes in both audio and video formats 
at legion.org/tangoalphalima. Even better, subscribe for free so you never miss an 
episode. Here's how: 
= Subscribe on your phone. Open the Podcast app and search for “Tango Alpha 
Lima." Tap the logo and hit “Subscribe.” 
= Download using iTunes. Another option is to download podcasts in the iTunes 
app on your computer. You can listen to them on the computer or sync them to your 
iPhone. Open the iTunes store, search for “Tango Alpha Lima’ and click “Free” to 
download it. Click “Subscribe” and automatically download all future episodes. 
= Other apps. “Tango Alpha Lima’ is also available on other sites, such as Spotify 
and Stitcher, where you can find podcasts 
= Watch and listen. Another option is to watch the podcast video. Each episode is 
on The American Legion's YouTube playlist for “Tango Alpha Lima.” 
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American Legion Magazine readers 
thanked for donating their brains 


Concussion Legacy Foundation adds hundreds 
of pledges for research. 


To the editor: 

Thank you for your cover story (WANTED: Your Brain,” January) about the 
urgent need for brain donations from veterans to better understand and 
treat TBI, PTSD and chronic traumatic encephalopathy (CTE). 

Since the article was published, the Concussion Legacy Foundation's 
Project Enlist has received an inspiring influx of brain donation pledges from 
American Legion Magazine readers. In the two months after the article was 
published, we received nearly 500 brain pledges from military veterans, 
which was more than double the pledges received in the entire prior year. 

In the first quarter of 2020, we also received a record 10 brain donations 
from the families of military veterans who had passed away. Five of the 
families informed us they chose to make the donation after reading your 
article, including: 

* ANavy veteran in his 40s, who spoke to his wife about the article and then 
suddenly passed away shortly thereafter. 

* An Army veteran in his 40s who pledged his brain after reading the article 
while in the final stages of cancer. 

* A Marine in his 60s diagnosed with Lewy body dementia. 

* An Army veteran in his 70s who spoke with his wife about the article while 
in the final stages of cancer. 

= A World War Il Army veteran in his 90s who died of dementia. 

Brain donations among veterans are rare, but this is changing due to 
increased awareness - as evidenced by the overwhelming reaction to your 
timely article. Thanks to these families and all who have pledged, scientists 
will continue to unlock the mysteries of how service-related head trauma 
changes the brain, and we'll move ever closer to providing better answers to 
the next generation of veterans. 

Veterans and their families can learn more about Project Enlist and pledge 
their brain to research at concussionfoundation.org/projectenlist. 

Thanks again! 


Matthew S, Collier 
Veteran and member of American Legion Post 270, McLean, Va. 
Board member, Concussion Legacy Foundation 


i aN 
The U.S. Mint celebrated the bicentennial 
of Abraham Lincoln's birth and 100 years 
of the Lincoln cent in 2009 with four new 
designs, The one-year-only engravings 
honor the legendary president's birth- 
place, formative years, 
land presidency. We'll send you “P” & "D” 
Brilliant Uncirculated issues for a total 
of eight coins in an illustrated envelope. 
JUST $5.95 (#48422). 5 or more $4.95 
each. 30-Day No-Risk Money-Back 
(Guarantee. NO ON-APPROVAL COINS 
SENT; NO CLUB TO JOIN. 
International Coins & Currency 
62 Ridge St, Dept. N5890, Montpelier, VT 05602 


HONOR HIS 
PAST. SECURE 
HER FUTURE. 


Including The American 
Legion in your estate plans 
is one of the simplest ways 
to make a lasting impact on 

the lives of both veterans 

and future generations. 


For more information: 
plannedgiving@legion.org 
317.630.1229 
legion.org/plannedgiving 


EIN 90-101797 |Legal Name: 
American Legion Charities, Inc. 
700 N. Pennsylvania St 
PO, Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206 
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MEMBERSHIP 


Post embarks on $80 million 
homeless housing venture 


COVID-19 forced the cancellation of an April 21 groundbreaking 
ceremony, but the construction of a new American Legion Post 139 in 
Arlington, Va,, is underway. 

Scheduled to be completed in 2022, the post’s new building is said by 
developers to be the first of its kind in the country. The Arlington 
Partnership for Affordable Housing (APAH) bought the post's property 
for about $9 million in 2016, with plans to demolish the 60-year-old 
building and replace it with a 6,000-square-foot facility and 160 
affordable housing units. Half the apartments will be available to 
homeless veterans, and Post 139 will reopen on the first floor. 

Post 139 Commander Bob Romano acknowledged that the 
groundbreaking's cancellation was disappointing, as he planned to thank 
the post's members, its executive committee and others who have 
supported the project, including former National American Legion 
Advisory Committee Chairman Bob Sussan and former District 17 
Commander Glenn Yarborough, Though it’s been a long process, he 
added, ‘we're there. It's a great feeling.” 

APAH CEO Nina Janopaul said the developer is “thrilled to pioneer this 
model with American Legion Post 139.” 

“Thousands of veteran-serving organizations across the nation face 
similar challenges: they own land with aging facilities and are 
experiencing declining membership,” she added. “This partnership will 
bring a new, accessible post, attractive to younger vets and co-located 
with a mix of housing options.” 

The development will be named Lucille and Bruce Terwilliger Place in 
honor of the parents of real-estate developer and Navy veteran Ron 
Terwilliger, who donated $1.5 million to the project. 

The $80 million venture also includes $338 million in low-income 
housing tax credits awarded by the Virginia Housing and Development 
Authority and a loan of $11.5 million from Arlington County. Amazon 
donated $1 million through the Arlington Community Foundation. 
Altogether, more than $4 million was raised through a capital campaign 
to support construction, enable more units serving low-income 
households, and support programming once the building is complete. 

That programming will include legal support for veterans from nearby 
George Mason University’s law school. That help will be available eight 
hours a day, five days a week, Romano said. 
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| We would be far worse off 
if we did not have the 
National Guard setting up 
field hospitals, cleaning 
nursing homes, and 
delivering emergency 
supplies. An 89-day 
deployment strongly 
suggests a decision based 


on accounting. 9 


American Legion National Commander 
James W. “Bill” Oxford, calling on federal 
officials to reverse plans to put a “hard stop" 
on National Guard deployments in support 
of COVID-19 response efforts just before 
members would become eligible for 
multiple veterans benefits, including the 
GLBill Eight days later, President Trump. 
announced an extension through August. 


LEGION FAMILY 
SAL e-newsletter 
welcomes stories 


Anew electronic version of the Sons of 
The American Legion newsletter debuted in 
May. The e-newsletter will be published 
every other month and highlight the 
activities of SAL detachments and 
squadrons nationwide. 

Detachments and squadrons are 
encouraged to share what they're doing so 
those stories can be included in the 
newsletter. Share your stories and photos at 
legiontown.org/share. Look for the Sons 
of The American Legion link. 

To subscribe, go to legion.org/ 
newsletters. 
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POW * MIA MILITARY. KNIFE 


A LIMITED-EDITION MILITARY, 
COMBAT KNIFE COMMEMORATING 
THOSE WHO FOUGHTAIN VIETNAM 


BACK OF BLADE 


~FeRe 


immense chaos of the Vietnam War, nearly 2,500 American soldiers were unaccounted for. About half of those 
vere believed to have been killed in the line of duty, while the other half were listed as “Missing in Action” or 

*risoner of War.” When the Paris Peace Accords of 1973 were signed, 591 American POWs were released to return home, 
but the fate of countless missing soldiers remains unknown to this day. Still, the sacrifice of these brave members of the 
Armed Forces will never be forgotten. 


Available exclusively from American Mint, the POW-MIA Military Knife pays tribute to the soldiers who never made it 
home. Designed by master artisans, the rugged military knife features a stainless steel blade with a matte black finish and 
laser-marked writing on both sides. The colorful 3D-printed bar representing the Vietnam Veteran service ribbon and the 
24k gold-layered replica of the Vietnam Service Medallion set in the pommel honor our fallen soldiers as we vow to never 
forget the ultimate sacrifice they made in the name of freedom. 


* 6,625"-long* polished flat-ground blade * Overall length: 11.75" 
crafted in 420 stainless steel with a rugged 


ator * Presented in a specially 


fitted presentation box 


+ Rugged plastic handle with crosshatch 


lee a crurdy,eteelleurtsighe guard Of seHI TASS: 


from American Mint 


abso 

+ 24k gold-layered replica of the Vietnam ee 
Service Medallion set into the pommel = YOUrS to fe kee 
(shown at right) obit h no 

* Colorful 3D-printed bar representing ee 
the Vietnam Veteran service ribbon “Blades are hand-crafted; 


precise length may vary slightly 


V7) I want to order the POW-MIA Military Knife (Item #527-784-4) ‘Siature requ beow 
2599.95 value ~ for just $19.95. Shipping and handling is FREE. 1 will also 
receive a 2"-long vial of gold flakes absolutely FREE with my order! Please charge my: VisAl B P=] oncwesy 
Crt cad 
umber: 
Hne cava wer 
vous Dat 
oe Same Tip Cale 
check / Money Order enclosed (made payable to American Mint) 


Satisfaction Guarantee: To ensure that you ate delighted with the tems you receive from 
Customer Number (known ‘American Mit al of our tems are backed by our unconditional satisfaction quaranee. I you are 
not completely satisfied with your purchase, you may send it back within 90 days at our cost for 
replacement, credit, or refund — no questions asked, For questions, please contact us tl-ree 
THERA Mail es at 1-877-807-MINT, 

HINT RO. Bos 10, Mechanisburg, PA.17055 ‘orders subject to appcable sales tax and acceptance by American Mint, ©2020 American Mint LC 
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Patrick Mahomes of the Kansas City Chiefs, left, celebrates after running for 
a touchdown against the San Francisco 49ers during the first quarter in Super 
Bowl LIV at Hard Rock Stadium in Miami on Feb. 2. «ty 


SPORTS 


A loss that saved lives 


Medical and epidemiological experts conclude that by losing the 
Super Bowl in February, the San Francisco 49ers did a great service to 
their city, state and nation by likely limiting the spread of COVID-19. As 
The Wall Street Journal reports, had the 49ers held onto their fourth- 
quarter lead against the Kansas City Chiefs, hundreds of thousands of 
fans could have been on the streets of San Francisco at a Super Bow! 
parade a few days later. 

‘A massive victory parade in densely populated San Francisco never 
happened, though. “It may go down in the annals as being a brutal 
sports loss,” said Dr. Bob Wachter, chairman of the University of California 
San Francisco's Department of Medicine, “but one that may have saved 
lives.” Mass gatherings are “ideal breeding grounds for respiratory 
illnesses,” the Journal points out. “The timing of this Super Bowl parade 
could've made it a super-spreading event.” 

Noting that the Golden State Warriors’ recent victory parades drew 
crowds of up to 15 million in the Bay Area, Carl Bergstrom of the 
University of Washington concludes, “If one person had it and spread it 
to a number of people at the parade, that could've had an impact on the 
epidemic trajectory.” 

That's exactly what happened in Philadelphia in September 1918, when 
200,000 people attended a parade to support the Great War. What they 
didn’t know, the Journal reports, was that they accelerated and widened 
the spread of the Spanish flu. 


ECONOMY 
Industry’s 
helping hand 


The American Enterprise Institute has 
launched the COVID-19 Manufacturing 
Tracker, a dynamic clearinghouse 
“demonstrating the breadth of the private 
sector's helpful response to this national 
emergency.” The tracker offers a wealth of 
data searchable by state, industry, item(s) 
produced and company name. 

Find out how your state or employer is 
helping fight COVID-19 at ae’ 
multimedia/defense-produ 
production-tracker. 


| 


ECONOMY 
Silver linings 

AllAreaCodes.com analyzed over 1 million 
consumer complaints to the Federal Trade 
Commission about nuisance calls and found 
that complaints are down 55 percent. The 
reason? COVID-19. 

As the U.S. economy shut down, 
telemarketing and robocall firms did as well. 
“A reduction in spam calls is one less thing 
to worry about," the watchdog website 
noted, adding, “The reduction in calls could 
indicate just how much of the economy is 
shut down. The long-term impact to having 
such a severe economic shutdown could be 
dramatic.” 


DEFENSE 


Respirator recycling 


The Pentagon has awarded a $415 million contract to Battelle for 
dozens of Critical Care Decontamination Systems machines that 


decontaminate used N95 respirators. As The Hill reports, the system 
allows each mask to be reused up to 20 times. 

The 60 machines ordered by DoD sterilize up to 4.8 million masks per 
day and almost 34 million per week, according to the paper. The initial 
batch of machines was distributed to New York City, Boston, Chicago, 
Tacoma, Wash., and Columbus, Ohio. The Pentagon also signed a 
$133 million contract with industry partners to produce more than 
39 million masks in just 90 days. 
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NORTH AMERICA’S 


"4 Selling Walk-In Tub 


Featuring our New Exclusive. Shower Package 


Now you can finally have all of the 

soothing benefits of a relaxing warm 

bath, or enjoy a convenient refreshing 

shower while seated or standing. 

Introducing Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s 

exclusive VEW Shower Package! 

/ First and only walk-in tub available with 
a customizable shower 

/ Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable 
for your height and pivots to offer a 
seated shower option 

/ Durable frameless tempered glass 
enclosure available 

Y High-quality tub complete with a 
comprehensive lifetime warranty on the 
entire tub 

¥ Top-of-the-line installation and service, 
all included at one low, affordable price 


Now you can have the best of 
both worlds-there isn’t a better, 
more affordable walk-in tub! 


Call today and receive 
exclusive savings of 


$1500 OFF 


arbres PR ER aEy “Trust me, your body will thank you!” 
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY. ; — Terry Bradshaw 


Call Toll-Free 1-800-438-4158 


sarvwsree 1-800-438-4158 


WALK-IN TUB } 


www.BuySafeStep.com 
FINANCING 


(SLB 983603 F13000002885 13HV08744300 


RAPID FIRE 


SECURITY 


The mother of all tunnels 


Law enforcement authorities have discovered a huge cross-border tunnel 
stretching more than three-quarters of a mile from Tijuana, Mexico, to San 
Diego, USA Today reports. It’s the longest tunnel of its kind ever discovered 
along America's southwest border, according to U.S. Border Patrol, 

The 4,309-foot tunnel is about 5-and-a-half feet tall and 2 feet wide, and is 
an average of 70 feet below ground, the paper reports, adding, “It includes an 
elevator at the entrance, an extensive rail and cart system, forced air 
ventilation, high-voltage electrical cables and a complex drainage system.” 

“While subterranean tunnels are not a new occurrence along the 
California-Mexico border, the sophistication and length of this particular 
tunnel demonstrates the time-consuming efforts transnational criminal 
organizations will undertake to facilitate cross-border smuggling,” Cardell 
Morant, special agent in charge of Homeland Security Investigations in San 
Diego, said 


DEFENSE 


Bomber target 


The Air Force is upping its projected bomber fleet from 175 airframes to 
“just north” of 220, Gen. Timothy Ray, commander of Air Force Global Strike 
Command, said in an interview with National Defense. To reach the 
220-mark, the Air Force plans to acquire 100 new B-2!s, while 
updating and retrofitting some of the existing fleet of B-1s and 
B-52s. The B-1s may end up carrying hypersonic weapons, according 
to the report. The plan is to retire the fleet of B-2s in the 2030s. 


Final coins of the series! 


COLLECTOR’S SET 


7 for$7 |. 


at Face Value! 1 CAVES! pase snd mea Complete Uncrate 7-cin 
Get a 2015-2016 set of Presidential Dollars ~ | {3t0}20152016 7 or 0 Pedr Oo at ACE 
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Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, Ford and Reagan. Get your 7-coin 5 SSNS Wa TINTS 
set at FACE VALUE — limit one set! 
SAVE OVER 80% plus receive a FREE GIFT 
‘Order your 2015-2016 Complete Uncirculated 
Design Set today at face value of ONLY $7 and 
~ SAVE OVER 80% off the regular price of 
S)\\, $3295. Pls, respond by deadline 
and get a FREE Uncirculated 
National Park quarter 
You'll also receive our fully Gaga Des Upetesinad | ESTES ina 
illustrated catalog, plus other stent ede 
fascinating selections from our Free Examination Coins-o 
Approval Service, from which you may purchase any or 
none of the coins return balance in 15 days — with 
option to cancel at anytime. Order your complete 
7-coin set and SAVE! 
‘Mail coupon today or order online at: 
www LittletonCoin.com/specials 


45-Day Money Back Guarantee of Satisfaction Please send coupon ta: BeRESGWAO2 
Serving Collectors Since 1985 » Bad Littleton 1309 mt. Eustis Road 


‘Special Orren rom New Cusromens OnLy 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


Better Than CBD For Pain? 


Do you suffer from arthritis, sciatica, sport injuries, or any other acute or chronic pain symptoms? 


‘You'll want to read this right now! We've all tried various pain creams on the market with superficial results at best. 


WELL, I'VE DISCOVERED A MIRACLE TOPICAL THAT REALLY WORKS AND IT’S GOT THE SCIENCE TO BACK IT UP! 


FREE 


Month Supply 
($59.99 Value ) 


CALL TopAY 


1-800-830-3137 


see details 


ASK THE EXPERT 


Vive with chronic aches and pains, but | prefer to 
avoid prescription drug side effects. Ive read 
conficting information about CBD for pain rele, 
but ifs hard to know what’ fact vs. fiction ... is 
there a safe solution that's quick and effective with 
teal science behind it? Tom 


A. DearTom, 

Great question — youlte not the only one wonder- 
ing the same! In fact, Im asked that question so 
cften, | felt compelled to research it, especially 
with al the talk surrounding CBD these days. 
Youll be happy to know I found the answer — you 
want something called “BCP” which works 
synergistically with CBD. You can find BOTH in a 
OTC pain relief topical called LEFA™. 


Read on to learn why BCP combined with 
CBDis being touted as BETTER THAN CBD 
ALONE for topical pain management by so 
many experts. 


Due to an old sports injury, | also experience 
chronic and acute pain while trying to avoid 
drugs. So, when a friend recommended that | try 
CBD, | immediately researched it, and THAT'S 
WHEN I DISCOVERED LEFA. 


READER'S NOTE: 
*GET LEFA'S RISK-FREE OFFER 


LEFA combines the proven pain relief effects of 
menthol, with the ground-breaking holistic 
benefits of a particular blend of panoramic 
botanical hemp oil. The science behind this 
blend has never been seen before — its 
unique oil is bountiful with naturally occur 
ring phytocannabinoids, including CBD and 
the less famous but more potent BCP! 


While CBD may 
be the most widely-known 
phytocannabinoid, BCP 
(Beta-Caryophyllene) is 
SCIENTIFICALLY PROVEN 
to be a POWERHOUSE in 
MANAGING PAIN!’ 


BCP feeds receptors in the body, 
INSTANTLY triggering an anti-inflammatory 
response, and SIGNIFICANTLY SOOTHING 
SORE, 


‘The BCP in LEFA’s unique formula also helps 
amplify the impact of its other vital anti-inflam- 
matory ingredients such as Boswellia, MSM, 
Arnica, Curcumin and yes, CBD! 


This makes the panoramic hemp oil in LEFA 
scientifically and clinically superior for pain than 
products touting CBD alone, 


We know that once you try LEFA, you'll never want to go without it again ~ because it really works! 


We're so confident that we're protecting your purchase with a 30-Day Money Back Guarantee! 
Call 1-800-830-3137 today or visit www.UseLefa.com to order 2 tubes RISK-FREE, and 
well throw ina FREE MONTH SUPPLY! There's no reason for you to suffer. Join the thousands 
of pain-free customers today. - The Makers of LEFA 


Plus, LEFA has been specifically formulated for 
DEEP penetration — that means faster, targeted 
relief on contact! 


| was also impressed with the smell. Most pain 
creams smell awful - LEFA’s relaxing botanical 
aroma dissipates within seconds of application, 
leaving skin feeling soft, not greasy - SO YOU 
CAN TAKE LEFA ANYWHERE and USE IT 
ANYTIME! LEFA IS TRULY AN ANSWER 
FOR PAIN SUFFERERS. 


After trying LEFA just once, | was sold! | use it 
for my sports injury and my father uses itfor his 
arthritis. We love it and now only use LEFA 
FORTOPICAL PAIN RELIEF. Here's the best 
news of all: I'm pretty sure you can stil get 
aFREE MONTH SUPPLY of LEFA with your 
order by calling 1-800-830-3137, or by visiting 
www.UseLefa.com. Plus, LEFA is backed 
by a 30-Day Money Back Guarantee! So, | 
highly recommend you call now while FREE 
supplies last. Your joints and muscles will be 
glad you did! 


y 


FREE 


($58.99 Value) 


Stop Pain No 
cau. 1-800-830-3137 
vist www.UseLefa.com 


FREE MONTH SUPPLY! 


RAPID FIRE 


‘Michael McPhie, left, interviews Bob McKervey about his time 
asa combat engineer during World War Il, msc iivenone 


SCOUTING 
California teen Legion's 
Eagle Scout of the Year 


Michael McPhie of Irvine, Calif, is The American Legion's 
2020 Eagle Scout of the Year. Nominated by the Department 
of California, he will receive a $10,000 scholarship. 

McPhie, 15, has participated in Scouting since 2011, His 
Eagle Scout project honors Orange County veterans by 
collecting their military and war experiences through oral 
interviews for the Library of Congress’ Veterans History 
Project. MePhie found several veterans through local 
American Legion posts. 

Over two days in 2017, MePhie conducted interviews at 
‘American Family Housing’s Potter's Lane, which provides 
permanent housing for chronically homeless veterans, and 
the Newport Beach Civic Center. He called it “an opportunity 
to thank our local veterans and listen to their stories and 
learn from their experiences, examples and wisdom.” 

McPhie is active in his community, receiving the 2019 
Youth Community Service Award from the Irvine Rotary for 
creating 3-D printed prosthetic hands for children with 
missing limbs, He is also an award-winning classically 
trained competitive pianist. 

The three runners-up for The American Legion's Eagle 
Scout of the Year will each receive a $2,500 scholarship: 
Noah Ventura of Alexandria, Va.; James Simpson of Wayne, 
Neb,; and Ryan Cannon of Millburn, N.J. 


MEMBERSHIP 


NEW POSTS 


Rock Creek Post 324, Bullhead, S.D. Chartered April 30 
(16 members) 


Angola Memorial Veterans Post 433, Angola, La. 
Chartered April 17 (28 members) 


Stars & Stripes Post 1111, Walker, Mich. Chartered April 9 
(25 members) 


Londagin-Hardcastle Post 159, Gentry, Ark. Chartered 
April 3 (15 members) 


Headquarters Post 300, Columbia, S.C. Chartered April 
(22 members) 
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NATIONAL CONVENTION 
Louisville to welcome 
American Legion in 2026 


In the same April 8 resolution that canceled this, 
summer's convention, the American Legion National 
Executive Committee awarded Louisville, Ky, the next 
available national convention date: Aug. 28-Sept. 3, 2026. 

Louisville was to be the site of The American Legion's 
102nd National Convention, Aug. 28- Sept. 3, which will 
not take place due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

“Louisville enjoys a long history with this important 
organization, hosting them for the first time in 1929," said 
Karen Williams, president and CEO of Louisville Tourism, 
“We are all working through these challenges together 
and understand the difficult decision to reschedule. We 
look forward to welcoming them in 2026.” 

‘American Legion Convention Commission Chairman 
Mike Walton of illinois echoed Williams’ appreciation. 

“Louisville has always been a great convention city for 
The American Legion," he said. “The hospitality, 
attractions, convenience and veteran friendliness are 
among many reasons Louisville has been chosen four 
times over the years for our national convention. We just 
need to wait a bit longer for that fourth appearance, and 
we know it will be outstanding.” 

The 102nd American Legion National Convention is 
scheduled for Aug. 27-Sept. 2, 2021, in Phoenix. 


School program changes 
due to COVID-19 


Q: / transferred my Post-9/11 GI Bill 
benefits to my daughter, who is 
enrolled in cosmetology school. During 
the pandemic, the school closed for 
four weeks and moved to online 
instruction. It also extended her 
graduation date. | want to ensure VA 
pays my daughter correctly. With all 
the modifications to her enrollment, 
should we call them? 

A: During the COVID-19 pandemic, thousands of 
schools have changed their teaching modality or even 
closed. Since your daughter's graduation date was 
extended, ensure that you transferred the appropriate 
amount of benefits to her so that she may complete her 
program. Once you have verified this, she may contact 
the school and discuss her status with the school 
certifying official (SCO). The SCO will submit an 
enrollment certification with the new graduation date. 
VA.will then pay your daughter appropriately. 


Valerie Hefner is a Marine Corps veteran and member of 
American Legion Post 27 in Apache Junction, Ariz. 
askvalerie@legion.org 


RAPID FIRE 


It’s hard to believe 
that we even have to 
post this. Do not call 
911 just because you 
ran out of toilet paper 
.... We cannot bring 
you toilet paper. You 
will survive without 
our assistance. 
Police in Newport, Ore., 
reminding residents in a 
Facebook post that law 
enforcement is not 


responsible for low 


a ‘supplies of toilet 
3 paper sonst 


Trim and Mow the EASY Way with a 


DR° Trimmer Mower! 


Make Stumps Disappear with a 


5X THE POWER of a hand: 
held trimmer without the 
back strain! 


THICKEST, LONGEST- 
LASTING cord (up to 
255 mil takes seconds 
to change! 
10 MODELS 
including Self 
Propelled, Tow. 
Behind (for ATV) 
and PTO! 


The 
ORIGINAL 
Timmer 
on Wheels! 


6 MONTH TRIAL 


'SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY 
‘Ga anne of call fer detail, 


CARBIDE-TIPPED TEETH take 360 “bites! 
per second, reducing stumps to sawdust in 
minutes! 

FASTER, SAFER, AND EASIER than digging, 
burning, or using chemicals. 

TOWABLE with your 

riding mower 

or ATV. 


Self Propelled 
Model Available! 


/Aczemibled i the USA using domestic and freign pais. 


ICONIC $10 INDIAN HEAD GOLD EAGLES! 
NOW JUST 


1.5% OVER SPOT 


The $10 Indian Head has taken its place at the 
table as the most beautiful coin produced in U.S. history. 


Its large size and exquisite detail made it the #1 U.S. rare coin of all time! 
Paramount Rare Coin acquired a small collection of these coveted 
~ $10 Indian Heads at a price point not seen in years! 


CALL NOW TO RESERVE YOURS TODAY! 


844.218.7103 


RAPID FIRE 


PERSONAL FINANCE 


Six financial lessons from the pandemic 


FOCUS ON When confronted with something 
FINANCES new, my inclination is to frame it in 
ae the context of an experience I've had. 
As I've faced the challenges this 

pandemic has brought to my 
personal and professional life over 
the past month, | thought back to my 
experience as a dad. 

My oldest daughter had what you 
might call a propensity for vehicle 
incidents. I'm not proud of all the yelling | did at that point in 
our lives. But by the time my younger daughter was behind 
the wheel and | was confronted with similar “teachable 
moments," | had valuable insights to assist me. 

That's a trivial example to bring up during this pandemic, 
but my point is that we have few experiences to guide our 
behavior. By the time you're reading this, | hope we'll have 
rounded the corner. From a personal finance perspective, 

I believe there are already lessons to be logged and learned 
that will aid us the next time we encounter such a situation. 

Here are a few early takeaways: 

* Our finances are fragile. Last year, the government 
shutdown reminded us that even those with seemingly 
reliable income streams are not immune from income 
disruptions. This year has been much more traumatic, with a 
self-induced economic shutdown that has seen 
unemployment skyrocket like at no other time in U.S. history. 
The utility and importance of an emergency fund has once 
again been validated. Let this be the trigger that makes 
building this financial cornerstone a priority. 

= Asking for help is hard but necessary. A spirit of 
self-reliance is a byproduct of service to our country. Don’t 
let those admirable traits keep you from asking for critical 
assistance during a difficult time, whether that’s reaching out 
toa friend or neighbor, speaking to your bank or finance 
company, or talking to your employer. I'm encouraged by 
examples of companies and individuals demonstrating their 
desire to help. Getting it typically begins with an ask. 


J.J. MONTANARO 


* Less is more. I've often said that just because someone 
will lend you money doesn't mean you should borrow it. The 
pandemic has driven home the point that the less debt you 
owe, the more flexibility and options you have. As we turn 
the corner on this virus, let’s not forget that lesson. Take 
advantage of the government and lender programs that will 
allow you to stay afloat today, but when things are good 
again ~ and they will be - commit to fixing your personal 
balance sheet. Pay down and pay off that debt. 

= News is helpful, until it isn’t. I've watched a lot of news 
over the past two months. You probably have, too. Do you 
find your mood ebbing and flowing with the latest headline? 
It’s important to stay informed, but you don’t want your 
purchasing, investing or spending decisions to be powered 
by emotions. I've long been a proponent of adopting a 
“cool-off" period before major decisions. 

= Scammers abound. When the federal government 
announced the first round of recovery checks, the fraudsters 
immediately commenced operations. Further evidence that 
fraud is a 24/7/365 activity. Stay alert. 

= Opportunities exist, even in a gloomy period. It can 
seem difficult to find a silver lining, but it’s usually there. This 
year it might come in the form of extremely low interest rates 
that allow you to refinance a mortgage or other debt. 
Perhaps it's a battered investment portfolio that makes a 
Roth IRA conversion a pop-up opportunity, or maybe 
long-term investing in equities is a more attractive 
proposition. And, of course, there's more time with the ones 
we love. 

That's my first go at digesting what we've learned in order 
to map out a path to do better. It’s never too early - or late - 
to begin your personal assessment and implement your own 
improvement plan. 


J.J. Montanaro is a certified financial planner with USAA, The 
American Legion's preferred provider of financial services. 
Submit questions for him online. 


@ legion.org/usaa/focusonfinances 


VERBATIM 
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Ihave always said that he was the best actor on our 
show because in real life his personality was so 
opposite of the character that he so brilliantly 
portrayed. RIP dear friend. 
“Leave It to Beaver” actor Jerry Mathers, on the death of co-star Ken Osmond, 76, 
who played the show’s villain, Eddie Haskell, for six seasons. An LAPD officer 
for 18 years, Osmond served in the Army Reserve and was a longtime member 


of American Legion Post 520 in Sun Valley, Calif. He also authored “Above and 
Beyond," a collection of stories about unsung military heroes, ine. 
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COMRADES 


How to submit a reunion 


The American Legion Magazine publishes 
reunion notices for veterans. Send notices 

to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: 
Reunions, P.0. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, fax (317) 630-1280, e-mail reunions@ 
legion.org or submit information via our 
website, www.legion.org/reunions. 

Include the branch of service and complete 
name of the group, no abbreviations, with your 
request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact 
name, telephone number and e-mail address, 
Listings are publicized free of charge. 

‘Your notice will appear on our Web site within 
a week and will remain available oniine until 
the final day of your reunion. Upon submission, 
please allow three months for your reunion fo 
be published in print. Due to the large number 
of reunions, The American Legion Magazine 
will publisha group's listing only oncea year 


AIR FORCE / ARMY AIR FORCES 


362nd TEWS (Pleiku & Da Nang, Vietnam), 
Branson, MO, 10/6-8, Ken Horvath, (336) 852-6380, 
gsopilot1403;aqmailcom; Chambley AB, France 
(1954-1967), Nashville TN, $/9-27, Bob Sis, (003) 
473-2272, siskjudge setaverizon net; WWII Pilots 
Air Crews with 8th AF Hist Society, Memphis, 
TN, 10/21-25, Tom Loveless (302) 456-2240, 
bobfordecableone.net 


ARMY 


1/21 Inf 25th inf Diy, Honolulu, 5/6, Jerry 
Davenport, (361) 443-8537, jerry.davenport38@ 
‘gmail.com; ath Inf Rgt Vets Assn, Columbus, GA, 
10/7-11, Richard Wideman, rwidemani2@gmall 
com; 7th Bn 13th Field Arty Tst Field Force Ail 
Btrys (Vietnam, 1966-1970), Biloxi, MS, 9/19-24, 
Robert Adams, (859) 806-5199, cavnamé7a 
‘gmail.com; 178th Boxcars & 132nd Hercules, 
Savannah, GA, 10/19-23, Bill McRae, (770) 843- 
3973, wmcrae@mindspring,com; 630th Eng (LE) 
Co (Vietnam), Branson, MO, 9/17-19, Cecil Brawn, 
(731) 415-6460, ceclinbrown@charternet; Son Tay 
Raiders, Destin, FL, 10/14-18, Jim McClam, (512) 
301-9230, jimmeclamemsn.com 


NAVY 


Howard W. Gilmore AS 16, Wilmington, NC, 
9/17-21, Francis Judy, (814) 432-8194, gjjudyea 
verizon.net; Keppler DD 765, Fort Lauderdale, 
FL, 4/22-30, Stephen Mooney, (732) 284-0134, 
kepplerdd765agmail.com; Manley DD 940, 
Myrtle Beach, SC, 4/28-5/2, Harold Kane, (609) 
409-7737, manleypres940@gmail com; MCB 
1,9 & 10, Gulfport, MS, 10/15-18, Peter Dowd, 
(781) 837-0393, mcbireuniongverizon.net; 
‘Meredith DD 890, Mobile, AL, 10/28-11/1, Bill 
Bryant, (713) 725-7159, grampsddd890.qmall 
com; Missouri BB 63, San Antonio, 9/8-13, John. 


Notices should be sent atleast six months prior 
to the reunion to ensure timely publication. 


Other notices 

“In Search Of” isa means of getting in touch 
with people from your unit to plan a reunion. 
Wedonat publishlistings that seek people 
forinterviews, research purposes, military 
photos or help in filing a VA claim. Listings 
‘ust include the name of the unit from which 
yuseckpeople thetime period and the 

location, as well asa contact name, telephone 
‘number and e-mail address. Send notices to 
The American Legion Magazine, Attn: “In 
Search Of,” P.0.Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, fox (317) 630-1280 ore malreunionse 
legion.org. 

‘The magazine will not publish names of 
individuals, only the name of the unit Listings 
are published free of charge. 

‘Membership notices are published for 
Legionnaires who have been awarded life 


McKinney, (207) 799-8513, jmckinneyImainee 
yahoo.com; Mountrail APA 213, 8iloxi, MS, 10/1-4, 
Don DiCoio, (973) 725-1974, dicoio44aaol.com; 
‘Neches AO 47, Branson, MO, 9/10-13, Johnny 
Hanlon, (918) 760-7371, johnnyhanlonecox.net; 
NMCB 14 Alumni, Jacksonville, FL, 10/8-11, Gregg 
Harkness, (407) 491-1863; Okanogan APA 220, 
Colorado Springs, CO, 9/13-17, Dave Meierhof, 
(620) 340-7406; Rainier AE 5, Reno, NV, 10/5-9, 
Clifford Murphy, (775) 747-3315 cliffordmurphy@ 
sbcglobal.net; Sea Cat SS 399, Summerville, SC, 
10/7-11, Edwin Hymer, (515) 981-3006, ednmega 
mchsi.com; Vance DER 387, Norfolk, VA, 10/18-23, 
dim Ensey, (410) 442-9839 


LIFE MEMBERSHIP 
Post 222, FL:Eugene Andresen 
Post 312, IL: James J. Anderson, Michael D. 
Tierney 


IN SEARCH OF 


‘Ist Mar Div MPs (Vietnam, 1967-1968), Frank 
Pickett, (732) 840-4586, fpick@aol.com 

‘7th Army 2nd Bn 54th Armd Inf Rgt (Bamberg, 
Germany, 1965-1968), Henry "Skip’ Wood, 
skipperwood4agmall.com 

12th Eng Bn HQ Co 3rd Echelon (Dexheim, 
Germany, 1961-1964), Joe Nerat, (906) 863. 
8664, joeneratagmail 

‘4ath Eng Bn (ASCOM City, Korea, 1958) 
Jack Atwood, (317) 823-4521, jatwood2a 
comcast.net 

‘48th Tact Ftr Wing (Weapons Loading on 
F-100s, RAF Lakenheath, England, 1963- 
11966), Larry Jensen, (309) 527-2942 

76th Stn Hosp (WWII), David Cassidy, PO. Box 
‘442, Hancock, MD 21750, (410) 689-9384 

‘440th Sig Bn A Co (Kleber Kaserne, 
Kaiserslautern, Germany, 1968-1969), ich 
Litman, (740) 332-6586 


‘memberships by their posts. This does not 
include a member's own Paid-Up-For-Life 
membership. Notices must be submitted 

On official forms, which may be obtained by 
Sending a self addressed stamped envelope 
toThe American Legion Magazine, Attn: Life 
Memberships, P.0. Box 1055, Indianapolis, 
IN 46206. 

"Comrades in Distress listings must be 
approved by the Legion's Veterans Affairs & 
habitation division you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your 
Legion department service officer for informa- 
tion on haw to publish anotice, 

‘Torespond toa "Comradesin Distress listing, 
senda letterto The American Legion Magazine, 
‘Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.0. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing’s CID 
ETE rare 

“Taps! notices ae published only for Legion- 
nates who served a department commanders 
ornational officers. 


708th Maint Bn A Co (Baumholder, Germany, 
1962-1964), Dan Cardillo, (260) 459-0680, 
dcard1040@gmail.com 

Army Southeastern Signal School D Co 2nd Bn 
‘Student Bde (Fort Gordon, GA, Nov 1968- 
May 1969), Randolph Dore, (508) 839-4224, 
randolphdoreaverizon.net 

BBtry 7/11 Arty (Vietnam, 1969-1970), Terry 
Bogner, (505) 588-9029, leelbe 

BBtry 22nd Arty (Zirndorf, Germany, 1964- 
1966), Snuffy Smith, (864) 985-3543 

BCo 11th Bn 4th AIT (Fort Jackson, SC, Sept- 
Dec 1974), Robert Dike, bobdsS@usfamily.net 

Co311 1st Rgt 11th Bn “Color Co” (Navy Basic 
‘ng, Aug 26-Nov 9, 1970), Mike Piscione, (440) 
355-5149, mkyjamesaayahoo.com 

HQ Co Army Aerial Support Ctr APO 253 
(St. Andre de’L Eure, France, 1962-1964), Alan 
Carter, (623) 977-4590, 

IIField Force, Special Liaison Section, RTAVF 
(Bear Cat, Vietnam, 1968-1969), Danny Carter, 
(618) 634-9664, sinatral948zyahoo.com 

USASTC B Co 4th Bn 2nd Bde (Fort Gordon, 
GA, Sept-Nov 1968), Randolph Dore, (508) 
839-4224, randolph.doreaverizon.net 

\VR-21 TACAMO (NAS Barbers Point, Oahu, 
Hawaii, 1965-1966) & VW-1 TACAMO (NAS 
‘Agana, Guam, 1966-1967), ob Lawson, (530) 
1798-4783, robert_24129@msn.com 


CANCELED REUNIONS 
If your military reunion has been 
canceled, let us know by sending 
an email to reunions@legion.org. 
For a list of canceled reunions, go 
to legion.org/reunions/canceled. 
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FREE COLOR CATALOG! 
‘TOLL FREE TEL: 800-864-5062 
VETS SUPPLY LINE 
10550 CO RD 81, #218 
MAPLE GROVE, MN 55369 


WEB SITE: www.MilltaryVetsPX.com 
USTOM BALL CAPS-NAVY SHIP CAPS 
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HAT PINS + MEDALS 
‘> FREE COLOR CATALOG 
2500+ Miltary Designs 
«Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 
+ Call now! Toll-free! 

1-888-223-1159 
# Custom pins & patches avalable. 
Dealer inquires welcome. 
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Stars and Stripes provides independent news and information to the U.S. military commu 
including active-duty servicemembers, veterans, DoD civilians, contractors, and their families. 
Unique among Department of Defense authorized news outlets, 

Stars and Stripes is governed by the principles of the First Amendment. 


Enter the coupon code: LEGIONSTRONG 
when purchasing an annual subscription 


; ‘ - Exclusive reports on military matters 
Get exclusive access to innovative digital Veterans topics 


features, interactive articles, award-winning Coverage of all military branches 
photography and more, Enjoy unlimited Special features on current issues 
access to the Stripes.com website and our Retrospectives such as Vietnam at 50 


Stars and Stripes mobile apps, all for a low Archive Photo of the Day 
annual subscription. Unbiased, First Amendment protected reporting 
from U.S, military bases around the world. 


To thank you for your service and continued support of veteran issues, 
Stars and Stripes is proud to offer American Legion members exclusive access to 
our digital content for half the price. 


Visit www.stripes.com/legion for more information 


PARTING SHOTS 


Ifyou keep your feet firmly on the ground, 
‘you'll have trouble putting on your pants. 


A MAN was lost in the desert, moving 
slowly and barely able to stay on his feet. 
Suddenly, at the top of the hill, another 
man on a camel appeared with a number 
of ties draped over his arm. 

“Water!” the first man cried. 

“[ don’t have any water,” the other man 
replied. “I can sell you a nice tie for $15." 

“I don’t want a tie! I want water!” 

“OK, two for $25.” 

“No ties!” the wanderer exclaimed. “Just 
tell me where I can find some water.” 

“Oh, all right. Go in the direction I came from. 


Ina straight line from here, you'll see a small palm 


tree, About 50 yards past the tree, you'll find your 
water.” 
The camel walked off, The wanderer followed 


the directions and eventually found himself facing 


another man. “Water!” he said hoarsely. “Do you 
have water?” 

“Plenty,” the new man replied. 

“Thank goodness! Can I have some?” 

“Sorry, but we don’t serve anyone not wearing 
a tie.” 


A MAN goes ice fishing for the first time. All of a 
sudden, he hears a loud voice: “There are no fish 
under the ice!” 

He ignores it and moves to another area, cuts a 
hole, and tosses his line in. Again, he hears the 
booming voice: “There are no fish under the ice!” 

The man looks up nervously and asks, “Lord? Is 
that you?” 

“No, this is the rink manager!” 
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- H 2 
“So noonis out. You can't do 11, and I'm busy until 2. How's 2:15 look?” 


“Typical. | finally decide to let the world know Nessie is real, 
and nobody's at the beach.” 


AN ANGRY DOG limped into a bar and snarled. 
Conversation stopped, and the customers stared at 
him. He limped a few steps more and barked, “I'm 
looking for the man who shot my paw.” 


WHAT IS WRITTEN on a dentist's grave? “He's 
filling his last cavity.” 


WHEN YOU'RE DRESSED all in black and some 
wise guy asks you who died, look around the room 
and say, “I haven't decided yet.” 


AN INTERVIEWER said to an actor, “So you 
moved from Broadway to Hollywood hoping to 
further your career. Did you gain anything from 
the move?” 

“Three hours. But that was good only for the 
first day.” 


“WITH HIGH-DEFINITION TV, everything looks 
bigger and wider. Kind of like going to your 25th 
high-school reunion.” - Jay Leno 
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